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father  left  me  a  con- 
(iderable  eftate,  molt  part  of  which  I  fpent 
during  my  youth  ;  but  I  perceived  my  er- 
ror, and  called  to  mind  that  riches  were  pe- 
r'fhable,  and  quickly  confumed  by  fuch  ill  huf- 
bands  ab  myfelf,  I  farther  confidered,  that,  by 
my  irregular  way  of  living,  I  wretchedly  mif- 
fpent  my  time,  which  is  the  mod  valuable  thing 
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in  the  world.  I  remembered  the  faying  of  the 
great  Solomon,  which  I  had  frequently  heard 
from  my  father,  that  Death  is  more  tolerable 
than  Poverty.  Being  ftruck  with  thofe  refle&i- 
ons,  I  gathered  together  the  ruins  of  my  eftate, 
and  fold  all  my  moveables  in  the  public  market 
to  the  higheft  bidder.  Then  I  entered  into  a  con- 
tract with  fome  merchants,  that  traded  by  fea  ; 
I  took  the  advice  of  fuch  as  I  thought  moft  ca- 
pable to  give  it  me  ;  arid,  refolving  to  improve 
what  money  I  had,  I  went  to  Balfora,  a  port  on 
thq  Perfian  Gulph,  and  embarked  with  feve- 
ral  merchants,  who  joined  with  me  to  fit  out  a 
fhip  on  purpofe. 

We  fet  fail,  and  fleered  our  courfe  towards 
the  Eaft-  Indies,  through  the  Perfian  Gulph.  At 
firft  I  was  troubled  with  the  fea-ncknefs,  but 
fpeedily  recovered  my  health,  and  was  not  af- 
terwards troubled  with  that  difeafe. 

In  our  voyage  we  touched  at  feveral  iflands, 
where  we  fold  or  exchanged  our  goods.  One 
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day,  whilft  under  fail,  we  were  becalmed  near 
a  little  ifland,  even  almoft  within  the  furface  of 
the  water,  which  refembled  a  green  meadow. 
The  captain  ordered  his  fails  to  be  furled,  and! 
fnffered  fuch  perfons,  as  had  a  mind,  to  land  up- 
on the  ifland,  amongft  whom  I  was  one. 

But,  while  we  were  diverting  ourfelves  with 
eating  and  drinking,  and  refrefhing  ourfelves 
from  the  fatigue  of  the  fea,  the  ifland  trembled 
all  of  aftidden,  and.  (hook  usterribly. 

They  perceived  the  trembling  of  the  ifland  on 
board  the  ihip,  and  called  to  us  to  reimbark 
fpeedily,  or  we  mould  all  be  loft  ;  for  what  'we 
took  for  an  ifland,  was  only  the  back  of  a  whale. 
The  nimbleft  got  into  the  floop,  others  betook 
themfelves  to  fwim  ;  but,  for  my  part,  I  was 
ftill  upon  the  back  of  the  whale  when  he  dived 
into  the  fea,  and  had  time  only  to  catch  hold  of 
a  piece  of  wood  that  we  had  brought  out  of 
the  fhip  to  make  a  fire.  Mean  while  the  cap- 
tain, having  received  thofe  on  board,  who  were 
in  the  floop,  and  taken  up  fome  of  thofe  that 
A  4 
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fvvam,  refolved  to  improve  the  favourable  gale 
that  was  juftrifen,  and  hoifting  his  fails,  purfu- 
ed  ^'^  voyage,  fo  that  it  was  impoflible  to  reco- 
ver the  (hip. 

Thus  I  was  expofed  to  the  mercy  of  the 
waves,  and  ftruggled  for  my  life  all  the  reft  of 
of  the  day  and  the  following  night.  Next  morn- 
ing I  found  my  ftrength  gone,  and  defpaired  of 
faving  my  life,  when  a  wave  threw  me  happily 
againft  an  ifland.  The  bank  was  high  and  rug- 
ged, fo  that  I  mould  fcarcely  hare  got  up,  had 
it  not  been  for  feme  roots  of  trees,  which  for- 
tune feemed  to  have  preferved  in  this  place  for 
iny  fafety.  Being  got  up,  I  lay  down  upon  the 
ground  half  dead,  until  fuch  time  as  the  fun  ap- 
peared. Then,  though  I  was  very  feeble,  both 
by  reafon  of  my  hard  labour  and  want  of  vic- 
tuals, I  creeped  along  to  feek  for  fome  herbs  fit 
to  eat,  and  had  not  only  the  good  luck  to  find 
fome,  but  likewife  a  fpring  of  excellent  water, 
which  contributed  much  to  recover  me.  After 
this  I  advanced  father  into  the  Ifland,  &  came  at 
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laft  into  a  fine  plain,  where  I  perceived  a  horfe 
feeding  at  a  great  diitance.  I  went  towards  him 
betwixt  hopes  and  fear,  not  knowing  whether  I 
was  going  to  lofe  my  life,  or  to  fave  it.  When  I 
came  near  it,  I  perceived  it  to  be  a  very  fine 
horfe,  tied  to  a  flake.  Whilft  I  looked  upon 
him,  I  heard  the  voice  of  a  man  from  under 
ground,  who  immediately  appeared  to  me,  and 
afked  who  I  was.  I  gave  him  an  account  of 
my  adventure,  after  which,  taking  me  by  the 
hand,  he  led  me  into  a  cave,  where  there  were 
feveral  other  people,  no  lefs  amazed  to  fee  me, 
than  I  was  to  fee  them. 

I  ate  fome  victuals  which  they  offered  me, 
and  then,  having  afked  them  what  they  did  in 
fuch  a  defert  place  ?  they  anfwered,  that  they 
were  grooms  belonging  to  King  Mihrage,  fove- 
reign  of  the  ifland  ;  and  that  every  year,  at  the 
fame  feafon,  they  brought  thither  the  king's 
horfes,  and  faftened  them  as  I  faw  that  horfe, 
till  they  were  warned  with  the  water  of  a  neigh- 
bouring pool  ;  by  virtue  of  which  extraordinary 
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water,  they  were  rendered  (tronger  and  more 
beautiful.  They  added,  that  they  were  to  go 
home  to-morrow,  and  had  I  been  one  day  later, 
I  muft  have  periihed,  becaufe  the  inhabited  part 
of  the  ifland  was  at  a  greater  diltance,  and  it 
would  have  been  impoffible  for  me  to  have  got 
thither  without  a  guide. 

NeXt  morning  they  returned  with  their  horfes 
to  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  tcfi  k  me  with  them, 
and  prefented  me  to  King  Mihrage.  He  afked 
me  who  I  was,  By  what  adventure  I  came  in- 
to his  dominions  r  And,  after  I  had  fatified 
him,  he  told  me  he  was  much  concerned  for  my 
misfortune,  and  at  the  fame  time  ordered  that  I 
fhould  want  ^nothing,  which  his  officers  were  fo 
generous  and  careful  as  to  fee  exactly  fulfilled. 

Being  a  merchant,  I  frequented  men  of  my 
own  profefiioh,  and  particularly  enquired  for 
thofe  who  were  (hangers,  if  perhaps  I  might 
hear  any  news  from  Bagdad,  or  find  an  oppor- 
tunity to  return  thither.  For  King  Mihrage's 
capital  is  fituated  on  the  bank  of  the  fea,  and 
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has  a  fine  harbour  where  fhips  arrive  daily  from 
the  different  quarters  of  the  world.  I  frequent- 
ed alfo  the  fociety  of  the  learned  Indians,  and 
took  delight  to  hear  them  difcourfe;  but  withal, 
I  took  care  to  make  my  court  regularly  to  the 
king,  and  converfcd  vith  the  governors  to  the 
petty  kings,  his  tributaries,  that  were  about 
him.  They  afked  me  a  thoufand  queftions  about 
my  country  ;  and  I  being  willing  to  inform  my- 
felf  as  to  their  la<A's  and  cuftoms,  afked  them 
every  thing  which  I  thought  worth  knowing. 

As  I  was  one  day  at  the  port  after  my  return 
a  (hip  arrived,  and  as  foon  as  me  caft  anchor 
they  began  to  unload  her,  and  the  merchants  on 
board  ordered  their  goods  to  be  carried  into  the 
magazine.  As  I  caft  my  eye  upon  fome  bales, 
and  looked  to  the  name,  I  found  my  own,  and 
perceived  the  bales  to  be  the  fame  that  I  had 
embarked  at  Balfora.  I  alfo  knew  the  captain  .: 
but  being  perfuaded  that  he  believed  me  to  be 
drowned,  I  went  and  afked  him  whofe  bales 
thefe  were  ?  He  replied,  that  they  belonged  to 
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a  merchant  of  Bagdad  called  Sindbad,  who  came 
to  fea  with  him  ;  but  one  day,  being  near  an 
ifland,  as  we  thought,  he  went  afhore  with  fe- 
veral  other  palTengers  upon  this  fuppofed  ifland 
which  was  only  a  monftrous  whale,  that  lay 
afleep  upon  the  furface  of  the  water  :  but  as  foon 
as  he  felt  the  heat  of  the  fire,  they  had 
kindled  on  his  back  to  drefs  fome  victuals,  he 
began  to  move,  and  dived  under  water  ;  mod  of 
the  perfons  who  were  upon  him  perifhed,  and 
among  them  unfortunate  Sindbad.  Thofe  bales 
belonged  to  him,  and  I  am  refolved  to  trade 
with  them,  until  I  meet  with  fome  of  his  fa- 
mily, to  whom  I  may  return  the  profit.  Cap- 
tain, fays  I,  I  am  that  Sindbad  whom  you 
thought  to  be  dead,  and  thofe  bales  are  mine. 
When  the  captain  heard  me  fpeak  thus  :  "  O 
heaven,  fays  he,  who  can  we  ever  truft  now  a 
days,  there  is  no  faith  left  among  men.  I  faw 
Sindbad  perifh  with  my  own  eyes,  and  the 
paflengers  on  board  faw  it  as  well  as  I,  &yet 
you  tell  me  that  you  are  Sindbad  ;  what  in- 
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"  pudence  is  this  ?  To  look  on  you,  one  would 
"  take  you  to  be  a  man  of  probity,  and  yet  you 
"  tell  a  horrible  falthood,  in  order  to  poflefs 
"  yourfelf  of  what  does  not  belong  to  you." — 
**  Have  patience,  captain,  replied  1,  do  me  the 
"  favour  to  hear  what  I  have  to  fay." — "  Very 
*'  well,  fays  he,  fpeak,  I  am  ready  to  hear 
"  you."  Then  I  told  him  how  1  efcaped,  and 
by  what  adventure  I  met  with  the  grooms  of 
KingMihrage,  who  brought  me  to  his  court. 

He  began  to  abate  of  his  confidence  upon  my 
difcourfe,  and  was  foon  perfuaded  that  I  was  no 
cheat  :  for  there  came  people  from  his  fhip,  who 
knew  me,  made  me  great  compliments,  and 
teftified  a  great  deal  of  joy  to  fee  me  alive.  At 
hft  he  knew  m?  himfelf,  and  embracing  me, 
"  Heaven  be  praifed,  fays  he,  for  your  happy 
"  efcape,  I  cannot  enough  exprefs  my  joy  for 
"  it  :  there  are  your  goods,  take  and  do  with 
"  them  what  you  will."  I  thanked  him  ac- 
knowledged hi  probity,  and  in  requital,  offered 


14  The  Hi/lory  of 

him  part  of  my  £oods  as   a   prefent,  whic^j    he 
gene  rou  11  y  refufed. 

I  took  out  what  was  moft  valuable  in  my 
bales  and  prefented  it  to  King  Mintage,  who, 
knowing  my  misfortune,  afked  me  how  I  came 
by  fuch  rarities  ?  I  acquainted  him  with  the 
whole  ftory  :  he  was  mightly  plea  fed  at  my 
good  luck,  accepted  my.  prefent,  and  gave  me 
one  much  more  confiderable  in  return.  Upon 
this  I  took  leave  of  him,  and  went  on  board 
the  fame  (hip,  after  I  had  exchanged  my  goods 
with  the  commodities  of  that  country.  I  car- 
ried with  me  wood  of  aloes,  fanders,  camphire, 
nutmegs,  cloves,  pepper,  and  ginger.  We 
panned  by  feveral  iflands,  and  at  laft  arrived  at 
Balfora,  from  whence  I  can  e  to  Bagdad,  with 
the  value  of  ico,ooo  fequins.,  My  family  and  I 
received  one  another  with  all  the  tranfports  that 
can  happen  from  true  and  fmcere  friendihip.  I 
bought  Haves  of  both,  fexes,  fine  lands,  and  built 
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me  a  great  houfe.  And  thus  I  fettled  myfelf, 
refolving  to  forget  the  miferies  I  had  fuffered, 
and  to  enjoy  the  pleafures  of  life. 


THE 

SECOND    VOYAGE 

OF 

S    I    N    B    A    D 

THE 

SAILOR. 


IDefigned,  after  my  firft  voyage,  to  fpend  the 
reft  of  my  days   at  Bagdad  ;    but  it  was  not 
long  ere  I  grew  weary  of  an  idle  life.     My  in- 
clination to  trade  revived.     I  bought    goods  pro- 
per for  the  commerce  I  defigned,  and    put  to  Tea 
a  fecond  time  with  merchants  of  knoun  probity. 
We  embarked  on  board  a  good  .mi p,  and,  after 
recommending   ourfelves   to  God,    fet    fail  :  we 
traded  from  iflaad  to  ifland,  and  exchanged  com- 
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modifies  with  great  profit.  One  day  we  landed 
in  an  ifle  covered  with  feveral  forts  of  fruit-trees, 
but  fo  defert,  that  we  could  neither  fee  man  nor 
horfe  upon  it.  We  went  to  take  a  little  frem 
air  in  the  meadows,  and  along  the  ftreams  that 
watered  them.  Whilft  fome  diverted  themfelves 
with  gathering  flowers,  and  others  with  gather- 
ing fruits,  I  took  my  wine  and  provifions,  and 
fat  down  by  a  ftream  betwixt  two  great  trees, 
which  formed  a  curious  (hade.  I  made  a  very 
good  meal,  and  afterwards  fell  afleep.  I  can- 
not tell  how  long  I  flept  ;  but  when  I  waked 
the  fhip  was  gone. 

I  was  very  much  furprized  to  find  the  fhip 
gone  ;  I  got  up,  looked  about  every  where,  and 
could  not  fee  one  of  the  merchants  who  landed 
xvith  me.  At  laft  I  perceived  the  fhip  under 
fail  ;  but  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that  I  loft  fight  of 
her  in  a  very  little  time. 

I  leave  you  to  guefs  at  my  melancholy  reflec- 
tions in  this  fad  condition  :  I  was  like  to  die  of 
grief  ;  I  cried  out  fadly  ;  I  beat  my  head  and 
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breaft,  and  threw  myfelf  down  upon  the  ground* 
-where  T  lay  a  long  time  in  a  terrible  agony,  one 
affl idling  thought  fucceeding  another  more  af- 
flicting. I  upbraided  myfelf  an  hundred  times, 
for  not  being  conte.it  with  the  produft  of  my 
firft  voyage,  that  might  very  well  have  ferved  me 
all  my  life.  But  all  this  was  in  vain,  and  my  re- 
pentance out  of  feafon. 

At  laft  I  refigned  myfelf  to  the  will  of  God  ; 
and  not  knowing  what  to  do,  I  climbed  up  to 
the  top  of  a  great  tree,  from  whence  I  looked 
about  on  all  fides,  to  fee  if  there  were  any  thing 
that  could  give  me  hopes.  When  1  looked  to- 
wards the  fea,  I  could  fee  nothing  but  Iky  and 
water  ;  but,  looking  towards  the  land,  I  faw 
fomething  white  ;  and  coming  down  from  the 
tree,  I  took  up  what  provifions  I  had  left,  and 
went  towards,  it,  the  di fiance  being  fo  great,  that 
1  could  not  diftinguifh  what  it  was. 

When  I  came  nearer,  I  thought  it  to  be  a 
white  bowl,  of  a  prodigious  height  and  bignefs  ; 
and  when  I  came  up  to  it,  I  touched  ir,  and 
B  2 
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found  it  to  be  very  fmooth.  I  went  round  to  fee 
if  it  was  open  on  any  fide»  but  faw  it  was  not, 
and  that  there  was  no  climbing  up  to  the  lop  of 
it,  it  was  fo  fmooth.  It  was  at  leaft  50  paces 
round. 

By  this  time  the  fun  was  ready  to  fet,  and  all 
of  a  fi.'dden  the  fky  became  as  dark  as  if  it  had 
been  covered  with  a  thick  cloud.  I  was  much 
aftonifhed  at  this  fudden  darknefs,  but  much 
more  when  I  found  it  was  occafioned  by  a  bird  of 
a  monllrous  fize,  that  came  flying  towards  me. 
I  remembered  a  fowl  called  Roc,  that  I  had 
often  heard  mariners  fpeak  of,  and  conceived  that 
the  great  bowl,  which  I  fo  much  admired,  muft 
needs  be  its  egg.  In  fliort,  the  bird  lighted  and 
fat  over  the  egg  to  hatch  it.  As  I  perceived  her 
coming  I  crept  clofe  to  the  egg,  fo  that  I  had 
before  me  one  of  the  legs  of  the  bird,  that  was 
as  big  as  the  trunk  of  a  tree  ;  I  tied  myfelf 
flrongly  to  it  with  the  cloth  that  went  round  my 
turban,  in  hopes  that  when  the  roc  flew  away 
the  next  morning,  fhe  would  carry  me  with  her 
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out  of  this  defart  ifland.  And  after  having;  pair- 
ed the  night  in  this  condition  the  bird  actually 
flew  away  next  morning,  as  foon  as  it  was  day, 
and  carried  me  fo  high  that  I  could  not  fee  the 
earth  ;  me  afterwards  defcended  all  of  a  fudden, 
with  fo  much  rapidity,  that  I  loft  my  fenfes. 
But  when  the  roc  was  fat,  and  that  I  found 
myfelf  on  the  ground,  I  fpeedily  untied  the  knot, 
and  had  fcarce  done,  when  the  bird,  having  ta- 
ken up  a  ferpent  of  a  monflrous  length  in  her 
bill,  flew  flrait  away. 

The  place  where  it  left  me  was  a  very  deep 
valley,  encompaiTed  on  all  fides  with  mountains 
fo  high,  that  they  feemed  to  reach  above  the 
clouds,  and  fo  full  of  fteep  rocks,  that  there  was 
no  poflibility  to  get  out  of  the  valley.  This  was 
a  new  perplexity  upon  me  ;  fo  that  when  I 
compared  this  place  with  the  defart  ifland  the 
roc  brought  me  from,  I  found  that  I  gained  no- 
thing by  the  change. 

As  I  walked  through  this  valley,  I  perceived 
it  was  ftrewed  with  diamonds,  fome  of  which 
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were  of  a  furprifing  bignefs.  I  took  a  great 
deal  of  pleafure  to  look  upon  them  ;  but  fpeedily 
faw  at  a  diftance  fuch  objects  as  very  much  di- 
minifhed  my  fatisfa&ion,  and  which  I  could  not 
look  upon  without  terror ;  that  was  a  great  num- 
ber of  ferpents,  fo  big,  and  fo  long,  that  the 
lead  of  them  was  capable  of  fwallowing  an  ele- 
phant. They  retired  in  the  day-time  to  their 
dens,  where  they  hid  themfelves  from  the  roc, 
their  enemy,  and  did  not  come  out  but  in  the 
night-time. 

I  fpent  the  day  in  walking  about  the  valley, 
refting  myfelf  at  times  in  fuch  palaces  as  I  thought 
moft  commodious.  When  night  came  on,  I 
went  into  a  cave,  where  I  thought  I  might  be  in 
fafety  ;  1  flopped  the  mouth  of  it,  which  was 
low  and  ftrait,  with  a  great  (tone  to  preferve  me 
from  the  f  rpents  ;  but  not  fo  exaclly  fitted  as  to 
hinder  light  from  coming  in.  I  fupped  on  part 
of  my  provifions  ;  but  the  ferpents,  which  began 
to  appear,  hiding  about  in  the  mean  time,  put 
me  into  fuch  extreme  fear,  that  you  may  eafily 
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imagine  I  did  not  fleep.  When  day  appeared, 
the  ferpents  retired,  and  I  came  out  of  the  cave 
trembling  ;  I  can  juftly  fay,  that  I  walked  a 
long  time  upon  diamonds,  without  having  a 
mind  to  touch  any  of  them.  At  laft  I  fat  down, 
and  notwithstanding  my  uneafmefs,  and  not  hav- 
ing (hut  my  eyes  during  the  night,  I  fell  afleep, 
after  having  eat  a  little  more  of  my  provifions. 
But  I  had  fcarce  fhut  my  eyes,  when  fomcthing, 
that  fell  by  me  with  a  great  noife,  awaked  me, 
and  that  was  a  great  piece  of  frefh  meat ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  I  faw  feveral  others  fall  down 
from  the  rocks  in  different  places. 

I  always  looked  upon  it  to  be  a  fable,  when  I 
heard  mariners  and  others  difcourfe  of  the  valley 
of  diamonds,  and  of  the  ftratagem  made  ufe  of 
by  fome  merchants  to  get  jewels  from  thence, 
but  then  I  found  it  to  be  true.  For,  in  reality, 
thofe  merchants  come  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
this  valley,  when  the  eagles  have  young  ones, 
arid  throwing  great  joints  of  meat  into  this  val- 
ley, the  diamonds,  upon  whole  points  they  fall, 
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ftick  to  them  ;  the  eagles,  which  are  ftronger  in 
this  cpuntry  than  any  where  elfe,  fall  down  with 
great  force  upon  thofe  pieces  of  meat,  and  carry 
them  to  their  nefts  upon  the  top  of  the  rocks,  to 
feed  their  young  eagles  with  ;  at  which  time  the 
merchants,  running  to  their  nefts,  frighten  the 
eagles  by  their  noife,  and  take  away  the  dia- 
monds which  flick  to  the  meat.  And  this  ftra- 
tagem  they  make  ufe  of  to  get  the  diamonds  out 
of  the  valley,  which  is  furrounded  with  fuch 
precipices  that  nobody  can  enter  it. 

I  believed  ever  till  then,  that  it  was  not  pof- 
fible  for  me  to  get  out  of  this  abyfs,  which  I 
looked  upon  as  my  grave  ;  but  then  I  changed 
my  mind  ;  for  the  failing  in  of  thofe  pieces  of 
meat,  put  me  in  hopes  of  a  way  of  faving  my 
life. 

I  bezan  to  gather  together  the  greateft  dia- 
monds that  I  could  fee,  and  put  them  into  the 
leather  bag  where  I  ufed  to  carry  my  provifions. 
I  afterwards  took  the  largeft  (piece  of  meat  I 
could  find,  tied  it  clofe  round  me  with  the  cloth 
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of  my  turban,  and  then  laid  myfelf  upon  the 
ground,  with  my  face  downward,  the  bag  of  dia- 
monds being  tied  fait  to  my  girdle,  that  it  could 
not  poflibly  dropoff. 

I  had  fcarce  laid  me  down,  till  the  eagles 
came,  each  of  them  feized  a  piece  of  meat,  and 
one  of  the  ftrongeft  having  taken  me  up,  with 
the  piece  of  meat  on  my  back,  carried  me  to  .his 
nefl  on  the  top  of  the  mountain.  The  mer- 
chants fell  ftraightway  a  {homing  to  frighten  the 
eagles  ;  and  when  they  had  obliged  them  to  quit 
their  prey,  one  of  them  came  up  to  the  neft 
where  I  was  :  he  was  very  much  afraid  when  he 
faw  me  ;  but  recovering  himfelf,  inftead  of  en- 
quiring how  I  came  thither,  he  began  to  quarrel 
with  me,  and  afked  why  1  dole  his  goods, 
You  wr ill  treat  me,  replied  I,  with  more  civi- 
lity, when  you  know  me  better.  Don't  trou- 
ble yourfelf,  I  have  diamonds  enough  fcr  you 
and  me  too,  more  than  all  the  other  merchants 
together.  If  they  have  any,  it  is  by  chance  ; 
but  I  chcfe  for  myfelf,  in  the  bottom  of  the 
v/ 
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"  valley,  all  thofe  which  you  fee  in  this  bag  ;" 
and  having  fpoke  thofe  words,  I  fhevved  them 
to  him.  I  had  fcarce  done  fpeaking,  when  the 
other  merchants  came  trooping  about  us,  very 
much  aftonifhed  to  fee  me,  but  they  were  much 
more  furprized  when  I  told  them  my  flory  ;  yet 
they  did  not  fo  much  admire  my  ftratagcm  to 
fave  myfelf,  as  my  courage  to  attempt  it. 

They  carried  me  to  the  place  where  they  (laid 
all  together,  and  there  having  opened  my  bag, 
they  were  furprifed  at  the  largenefs  of  my  dia- 
monds, and  confefTcd,  that  in  all  the  courts 
where  they  had  been,  they  never  faw  any,  that 
came  near  them.  I  prayed  the  merchant  to 
whom  the  neft  belonged  whither  I  was  carried, 
for  every  merchant  had  his  own,  to  take  as  ma- 
ny for  his  fiiare  as  he  pleafed  :  he  contented  him- 
felf  with  one,  and  that  too  the  leaft  of  them  ; 
and  when  I  preikd  him  to  take  more,  without 
fear  of  doing  me  any  injury,  "  No  fays  he,  I 
"  am  very  well  fatisfied  with  this,  which  is  va- 
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"  luable  enough  to  fave  me  the  trouble  of  mak- 
"  ing  any  more  voyages,  to  raife  as  great  a  for- 
"  tune  as  I  defire  " 

I  fpent  the  night  with  thofe  merchants,  to 
whom  I  told  my  ftory  a  fecond  time,  for  the  fa- 
tisfa&ion  of  thofe  who  had  not  heard  it.  I  could 
not  moderate  my  joy,  when  I  found  myfelf  de- 
livered from  the  danger  I  have  mentioned  ;  I 
thought  myfelf  to  be  in  a  dream,  and  could 
fcarce  believe  myfelf  to  be  out  of  hazard. 

The  merchants  had  thrown  their  pieces  of 
meat  into  the  vallev  for  feveral  days.  And  each 
of  them  been  fatisfied  with  the  diamonds  that 
had  fallen  to  his  lot,  we  left  the  place  next 
morning  all  together,  and  travelled  near  high 
mountains,  where  there  were  ferpents  of  a  pro- 
digious length,  which  we  had  the  good  fortune 
to  efcape.  We  took  the  firffc  port  we  came  at, 
and  came  to  the  iile  of  Roha,  where  the  trees 
grow  that  yield  camphire.  This  .tree  is  fo  large 
and  its  branches  fo  thick,  that  100  men  may  ea- 
fily  fit  under  its  (hade.  The  juice  of  which  the 
C  a 
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camphire  is  made,  runs  out  from  a  hole  bored  ir« 
the  upper  part  of  the  tree,  is  received  in  a  yaflel, 
where  it  grows  to  a  confiftency,  and  becomes 
\vhat  we  call  camphire  ;  and  the  juice  thus  drawn 
out,  the  tree  withers  and  die?. 

There  is  in  this  iOand  the  rhinoceros,  a  crea- 
ture lefs  than  the  elephant,  but  greater  than  a 
buffalo  ;they  have  a  horn  upon  their  nofe,  about 
a  cubit  long  ;  this  horn  is  folid,  and  cleft  in  the 
middle  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  there  is 
upon  it  white  draughts,  reprefenting  the  figure 
of  a  man.  The  rhinoceros  fights  with  the  ele- 
phant, runs  his  horn  into  his  belly,  and  carries 
him  off  upon  his  head  :  but  the  blood  and  the  fat 
of  the  elephant  running  into  his  eyes,  and  mak- 
ing him  blind,  he  falls  to  the  ground  ;  and  that 
which  is  aftonifhing,  the  roc  comes  and  carries 
them  both  away  in  her  claws,  to  be  meat  for  her 
young  ones. 

I  pafs  over  many  other  things  peculiar  to  this 
ifland,  left  I  mould  be  troublefome  to  you. 
Here  I  exchanged  fome  of  my  diamonds  for 
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good  merchandife.  From  thence  we  went  to 
other  ides,  and  at  laft,  having  touched  at  fe- 
veral  trading  towns  of  the  firm  land,  we  landed 
at  Balfora  ;  from  whence  I  went  to  Bagdad. 
There  I  immediately  gave  great  alms  to  the  poor, 
and  lived  honourably  upon  the  vaft  riches  I  had 
brought,  and  gained  with  fo  much  fatigue. 


THE 
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rTpHE  pleafures  of  the  life  which  I  then  led* 
Jl  foon  made  me  forget  the  rifques  I  had  run 
in  my  two  former  voyages  ;  but  being  then  in 
the  flower  of  my  age,  I  grew  weary  of  living 
without  faufmefs,  and  hardening  myfelf  againit 
the  thought  of  any  danger  I  might  incur,  I  went 
from  Bagdad  with  the  richeft  commodities  of  the 
country  of  Balfora.  There  I  embarked  again 
with  other  merchants.  We  made  a  long  navi- 
C4 


32  The  Hi/lory  of 

gation,  and  touched  at  feveral  port?,  with  which 
\vedroveaconfiderable  commerce.  One  day  being 
out  in  the  main  ocean,  \vc  were  attacked  by  a 
horrible  tempeir,  which  made  us  lofe  our  courfe. 

The  temped  continued  feveral  days,  and 
brought  us -before  the  port  of  an  ifland,  where 
the  captain  was  very  unwilling  to  enter,  but  we 
•were  obliged  to  caft  anchor  there.  When  we 
had  furled  our  fails,  the  captain  told  us,  that  this, 
and  fome  other  neighbouring  iflands,  were  in- 
habited by  hairy  favages  who  would  fpeedily  at- 
tack u«.  ;  and,  though  they  were  but  dwarfs,  yet 
our  misfortune  was  fuch,  that  we  rr.utt  make  no 
reiiflance,  for  they  were  more  in  number  than 
the  locults  ;  and  if  we  happened  to  kill  one  of 
them,  they  would  all  fall  upon  us  and  deftroy  us. 

This  difcourfe  of  the  captain  put  the  whole 
equipage  into  a  great  confternation,  and  we  found 
very  foon  to  our  coft,  that  what  he  told  us  was 
but  too  true.  An  innumerable  multitiude  of 
frightful  favages,  covered  all  over  with  red  hair 
and  about  two  foot  high,  came  fwimming  to- 
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wards  us,  and  encompaffed  our  (hip  in  a  little 
time.  They  fpoke  to  us  as  they  came  near,  but 
we  underload  not  their  language  ;  they  climbed 
up  the  fides  of  the  (hip  with  fo  much  agility  as 
furprized  us.  We  beheld  all  this  with  a  mortal 
fear,  without  daring  to  offer  at  defending  our- 
felves,  or  to  fpeak  one  word  to  divert  them  from 
their  mifchievous  dcfign.  In  Ihort,  they  took 
down  our  fails,  cut  the  cable,  and  hauling  to  the 
fhore,  made  us  all  get  out,  and  afterwards  carri- 
ed the  ihip  into  another  ifland,  from  whence 
they  came.  All  travellers  carefully  avoided  that 
ifland,  where  they  left,  us,  it  being  very  dan- 
gerous to  ftay  there,  for  a  reafon  you  lhall  hear 
anon,  but  we  were  forced  to  bear  our  affliction 
with  patience. 

We  went  forward  into  the  iilanH,  where  we 
found  fome  fruits  and  herbs  to  prolong  our  lives 
as  long  as  we  could  ;  but  we  expected  nothing 
but  death.  As  we  went  on,  we  perceived  at  a 
diftance  a  great  pile  of  building,  and  made  to- 
wards it.  We  found  it  to  be  a  palace  well  built 
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&  very  high,  with  a  gate  of  ebony  of  two  leaves 
which  we  thruft  open.  On  entering  the  court, 
we  faw  before  us  a  vaft  apartment,  with  a  porch, 
having  on  one  fide  a  heap  of  men's  bones,  and 
on  the  other,  a  vaft  number  of  roafting  fpits.  We 
trembled  at  this  fpedacle,  and  being  weary  with 
travelling,  our  legs  failed  under  us,  we  fell  to 
the  ground,  being  feized  with  a  mortal  fear,  and 
lay  along  time  immoveable. 

The  fun  was  fqt,  and  whilft  we  were  in  this 
lamentable  condition  juft  now  mentioned,  the 
gate  of  the  apartment  opened  with  a  great  noife, 
and  there  came  out  the  horrible  figure  of  a  black 
man,  as  high  as  a  tall  palm-tree.  He  had  but 
one  eye,  and  that  in  the  middle  of  his  forehead, 
where  it  looked  as  red  as  a  burning  coal.  His 
fore-teeth  were  very  long  and  fharps  and  came 
without  his  mouth,  which  was  as  deep  as  that  of  a 
horfe.His  upper  lip  hung  down  upon  his  breaft,his 
ears  refembled  thofe  of  an  elephant,  and  covered 
his  fhoulders  ;  and  his  nails  were  as  long  and 
crooked  as  the  talons  of  the  greateft  birds.  At 


SINDBAD  the  Sailor.  35 

the  fight  of  fo  frightful  a  giant,  we  loft  all  fenfe, 
and  lay  men  dead. 

At  laft  we  came  to  ourfelves,  and  faw  him  fit- 
ting in  the  porch  looking  at  us  ;  when  he  had 
confidered  us  well,  he  advanced  towards  us,  and, 
laying  his  hand  upon  me,  he  took  me  up  by  the 
nape  of  my  neck,  and  turned  me  round  as  a 
butcher  would  do  a  fheep's-head  ;  after  having 
viewed  me  well,  and  perceiving  me  to  be  fo  lean 
that  I  had  nothing  but  ikin  and  bone,  he  let  me 
go.  He  took  up  all  the  reft,  one  by  one,  view- 
ed them  in  the  fame  manner,  and  the  captain 
being  the  fatted,  he  held  him  with  one  hand,  as 
I  would  do  a  fparrow,  and  thrufting  a  fpit  thro' 
him,  kindled  a  great  fire,  roafted,  and  ate  him 
in  his  apartment  for  his  fupper  ;  which  being 
done,  he  returned  to  his  porch,  where  he  lay  and 
fell  afleep,  fnoring  louder  than  thunder  :  heflept 
thus  till  the  morning  ;  for  our  part,  it  is  not 
poflible  for  us  to  enjoy  any  reft,  fo  that  we  paf- 
fed  the  night  in  the  moft  cruel  fear  that  can  be 
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imagined.  Day  being  come,  the  giant  awaked 
got  up,  went  out,  and  left  us  in  the  palace. 

When  we  thought  him  at  a  diftance,  then  we 
broke  the  melancholy  filence  we  had  kept  all 
night,  and  every  one  grieving  more  than  ano- 
ther, we  made  the  palace  to  refound  with  our 
complaint  and  groans.  Though  there  was  a 
great  many  of  us,  and  that  we  had  but  one  ene- 
my, we  had  not  at  firft  the  prefence  of  mind  to 
think  of  delivering  ourfelves  frcm  him  by  his 
death.  This  enterprize  however,  though  hard 
to  put  in  execution,  was  the  only  defign  we 
ought  naturally  to  have  formed. 

We  thought  upon  feveral  other  things,  but 
determined  nothing  ;  fo  that  fubmitting  to  what 
it  (hould  pleafe  God  to  order  concerning  us,  we 
fpent  the  day  in  running  about  the  ifland,  for 
fruits  and  herbs  to  fuftain  our  lives.  When  even- 
ing came,  we  fought  for  a  place  to  lie  in,  but 
found  none  ;  fo  that  we  were  forced,  whe- 
ther we  would  or  not,  to  return  to  the  palace. 

The  giant  failed  not  to  come  back,  and  fup- 
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ped  once  more  upon  one  of  our  companions  ;  af- 
ter which  he  flept,  and  fnored  till  day,  and  then 
went  out  and  left  us  as  formerly.  Our  condition 
'was  fo  very  terrible,  that  feveral  of  my  comrades 
defigned  to  throw  themfelves  into  the  fea,  ra- 
ther than  die  fo  ftrange  a  death  ;  and  thofe  who 
were  of  this  mind,  argued  with  the  reft  to  follow 
their  example.  Upon  which,  one  of  the  compa- 
ny anfwered,  that  we  were  forbid  to  deftroy  our- 
felves  ;  but,  allowing  it  to  be  lawful,  it  was 
more  reafonable  to  think  of  a  way  to  rid  ourfelves 
of  the  barbarous  tyrant,  who  defigned  fo  cruel  a 
death  for  us. 

Having  thought  of  a  project  for  that  end,  I 
communicated  the  fame  to  my  comrades,  who 
improved  it.  "  Brethren,  faid  I,  you  know  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  timber  floating  upon  thecoaft; 
if  you  will  be  advifed  by  me,  let  us  make  feve- 
ral floats  of  it  that  may  carry  us,  and  when 
they  are  done,  leave  them  there  till  we  think 
fit  to  make  ufe  of  them.  In  the  mean  time, 
we  will  execute  the  defign  to  deliver  ourfeiyes 
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from  the  giant,  and  if  it  fucceed,  we  may 
flay  here  with  patience  till  fome  fhip  pafs  by, 
that  may  carry  us  out  of  this  fatal  ifland  ;  but 
if  it  happen  to  mifcarry,  we  will  fpeedily  get 
to  our  floats,  and  put  to  fea.  I  confefs,  that 
by  expofing  ourfelves  to  the  fury  of  the  waves 
we  run  a  rilk  of  lofing  our  lives  ;  but  if  we 
do,  is  it  not  better  to  be  buried  in  the  fea,  than 
in  the  entrails  of  this  monfter,  who  has  alrea- 
devoured  two  of  us  r"  My  advice  was  reliflied, 
and  we  made  floats  capable  of  carrying  three  per- 
fons  each. 

We  returned  to  the  palace  towards  the  even- 
ing, and  the  giant  arrived  a  little  while  after. 
We  were  forced  to  conclude  on  feeing  another 
of  our  comrades  roafted.  But  at  lad  revenged 
ourfelves  on  the  brutilh  giant  thus.  After  he 
had  made  an  end  of  his  curfed  fupper,  he  lay 
down  on  his  back,  and  fell  afleep.  As  foori  as 
we  heard  him  fnore,  according  to  his  cuftotn 
nine  of  the  boldeft  among  us,  and  myfelf,  took, 
each  of  us  a  fpit  and  putting  the  points  of  them 
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into  the  fire  till  they  were  burning  hot,  we  thruft 
them  into  his  eye  all  at  once,  and  blinded  him. 
The  pain  occafioned  him  to  make  a  frightful  cry, 
and  to  get  up  and  ftretch  oufhis  hands,  in  order 
to  facrifice  fome  of  us  to  his  rage  ;  but  we  ran 
to  fuch  places  as  he  could  not  find  us,  and  after 
having  fought  for  us  in  vain,  he  groped  for  the 
gate,  and  went  our  howling  dreadfully. 

We  went  out  of  the  palace  after  the  giant, 
and  came  to  the  fhore,  where  we  had  left  our 
floats,  and  put  them  immediately  into  the  fea. 
We  waited  till  day,  in  order  to  get  upon  them 
in  cafe  the  giant  came  towards  us  with  any  guide 
of  his  own  fpecies  ;  but  we  hoped  if  he  did  not 
appear  by  fun-rifing,  and  gave  over  his  howling, 
which  we  ftill  heard,  that  he  would  die  ;  and  if 
that  happened  to  be  the  cafe,  we  refolved  to  fhfy 
in  that  ifland,  and  not  to  rifk  our  lives  upon  the 
floats  ;  but  day  had  fcarce  appeared,  till  we  per- 
ceived our  cruel  enemy,  accompanied  with  two 
others  almoft  of  the  fame  fize.  leading  him  }  &a 
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great  number  more  coming  before  him,  with  3 

very  quick  pace. 

When  we  favv  this,  we  made  no  delay,  but 
got  immediately  upon  our  floats,  and  rowed  off 
from  the  more.  The  Giants,  who  perceived 
this,  took  up  great  (tones,  and  running  to  the 
fhore,  entered  the  water  up  to  the  middle,  and 
threw  fo  exactly,  that  they  funk  all  the  floats 
but  that  1  was  upon,  and  all  my  comrades,  ex- 
cept the  two  with  me,  were  drowned.  We 
rowed  with  all  our  might,  and  got  out  of  the 
reach  of  the  giants.  But  when  we  got  out  to 
fea,  we  were  expofed  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves 
and  winds,  and  toiled  about  fometimes  on  one 
fide,  and  fometimes  on  another,  and  fpent  that 
night  and  the  following  day  under  a  cruel  uncer- 
tainty, as  to  our  fate  ;  but  next  morning  we  had 
the  good  luck  to  be  thrown  upon  an  ifland,  where 
we  landed  with  much  joy.  We  found  excellent 
fruit  there,  that  gave  us  great  relief,  fo  that  we 
pretty  well  recovered  our  ftrength. 

In  the  evening  we  fell  aileep  on  the   bank  of 
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the  Tea,  but  were  awaked  by  the  noife  of  a  fer- 
pent  as  long  as  a  palm-tree,  whofe  fcalesmaclea 
ruftling  as  he  crept  along.  He  fwallowed  up 
one  of  my  comrades,  notwithstanding  his  loud 
cries,  and  the  efforts  he  made  to  ridhimftlf  from 
the  ferpent;  which,  after  fhaking  Hm  feve- 
ral  times  againff  the  ground,  cruihed  him,  and 
we  could  hear  him  gnaw  and  tear  the  poor 
wretch's  bones,  when  \ve  had  tied  at  a  great  dif- 
tance  from  him.  Next  day  \ve  faw  the  ferpent 
again,  to  our  great  terror,  when  I  cried  out, 
"  O  heaven,  to  what  dangers  are  we  expofed  ! 
"  We  rejoiced  yefterday  at  our  having  tfc::ped 
<-'  from  the  cruelty  of  a  giant,  and  the  rage  of 
"  the  waves,  and  now  we  are  fallen  into  danger 
"  altogether  as  ten  ible". 

As  we  walked  about,  \ve  faw  a  large  tall  tree, 
upon  which  we  defigned  to  pafs  the  following 
night  for  our  fecurity  ;  and,  having  latistu-d  our 
hunger  with  fruit  we  mounted  it  accordingly. 
A  little  while  after,  the  ferpent  came  hilling  to 
the  root  of  the  tree,  raifed  itfelf  up  a^aihil  the 
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trunk  of  it,  and  meeting  with  my  comrade,  who 
fat  lower  than  I,  fwallowed  him  at  once  and 
\vent  off. 

I  ftaid  upon  the  tree  till  it  was  day  and  then 
came  down,  more  like  a  dead  man,  than  one 
alive,  expecting  the  fame  fate  with  my  two  com- 
panions. This  filled  me  with  horror,  fo  that  I 
was  going  to  throw  myfelf  into  the  fea  ;  but  na- 
ture prompting  us  to  a  defire  to  live  as  long  as 
•we  can,  I  withftood  this  temptation  to  defpair, 
and  fubmitted  myfelf  to  the  will  of  God,  who 
difpofes  of  our  lives  at  hispleafure. 

In  the  mean  time  I  gathered  together  a  great 
quantity  of  fmall  wood,  brambles,  &  dry  thorns, 
and  making  them  up  in  faggots,  made  a  circle 
xvith  them  round  the  tree,  and  I  alfo  tied  fome 
to  the  branches  over  my  head.  Having  done 
thus,  when  the  evening  came,  I  (hut  myfelf  up 
within  this  circle,  in  order  to  preferve  myfelf 
from  the  cruel  deftiny  with  which  it  was  threat- 
ened. .  The  '  ferpent  failed  not  to  come  at  the 
ufaal  hour,  and  went  round  the  tree,  feeking  for 
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an  opportunity  to  devour  me,  but  was  prevented 
by  the  rampart  I  had  made  ;  fo  that  he  fat  till 
day  and  then  retired,  but  I  dared  not  to  leave 
my  fort  until  the  fun  rofe. 

I  was  fo  fatigued  with  the  toil  the  ferpent  had 
put  me  to,  and  fuffered  fo  much  from  his  poi- 
fonous  breath,  that  death  feemed  more  eligible 
to  me  than  the  horror  of  fuch  a  condition.  I 
came  down  from  the  tree  ;  and,  not  thinking  on 
the  refignation  I  had  made  to  the  will  of  God 
the  preceeding  day,  I  ran  toward  the  fea,  with  a 
defignto  throw  myfelf  into  it  headlong. 

God,  however,  took  compaflion  on  my  defpe- 
rate  (late  :  forjuftas  I  was  going  to  throw  my- 
feif  into  the  fea,  I  perceived  a  fhip  at  a  confider- 
able  diftance.  I  called  as  loud  as  I  could,  and 
taking  the  linen  from  my  turban,  difplayed  it, 
that  they  might  obferve  me.  This  had  the  defir- 
ed  effect,  all  the  crew  perceived  me,  and  the 
captain  fent  me  his  long-boat.  As  fo.  n  as  I 
came  aboard,  the  merchants  and  feamen  flocked 
about  me,  to  know  how  I  came  into  that  delart 
D  a 
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iflancl  ;  and  after  I  had  told  them  all  that  befel 
ine,  the  oldeft  among  them  told  me,  they  had 
feveral  times  heard  of  the  giants  who  d welt  in 
that  ifland  that  they  were  cannibals,  and  eat 
men  raw  as  well  as  roafted  ;  and  as  to  the  fer- 
pents,  they  added,  that  there  were  abundance  in 
the  ifle  that  hid  themfelves  by  day,  and  came 
abroad  at  night.  After  having  teftified  their  joy 
at  my  efcaping  fo  many  dangers,  they  brought 
me  the  beft  of  what  they  had  to  eat  ;  and  the 
captain,  feeing  that  I  was  all  in  rags,  was  fo  ge- 
nerous as  to  give  me  one  of  his  own  fuiis.  We 
were  at  fea  for  fome  time,  touched  at  feveral 
iflands,  and  at  laft  landed  at  that  of  Salabat, 
where  there  grows  fanders,  a  wood  of  great  ufe 
in  phyfic.  We  entered  the  port,  and  came  to 
an  anchor  the  merchants  began  to  unload  their 
goods,  in  order  to  fe  1  or  exchange  them.  In 
the  mean  time  the  captain  called  to  me  and  faid, 
"  Brother,  I  have  here  a  parcel  of  goods  that 
"  belonged  to  a  merchant,  who  failed  fome 
"  time  on  board  this  Hup,  and  he  being  dead, 
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tl  I  defign  to  difpofe  of  them  for  the  benefit  of 
"  his  heirs,  when  I  know  them."  The  bales 
he  fpoke  of  lay  on  the  deck,  and  fhewing  them 
to  me,  he  fays,  "  There  are  the  goods.  I  hope 
"  you  will  take  care  to  fell  them,  and  you  (hall 
"  have  factorage."  I  thanked  him  that  he  gave 
mean  opportunity  of  employing  myfelf,  becaufe 
I  hated  to  be  idle. 

The  clerk  of  the  fhip  took  an  account  of  all 
the  bales,  with  the  names  of  the  merchants  to 
whomtheybelonged.  And  when  he  alked  the 
captain  in  whofe  name  he  fhould  enter  thofe  he 
gave  me  the  charge  of  ;  "  Enter  them,  fays  the 
"  captain,  in  the  name  of  Sindbad  the  Sailor." 
I  could  not  hear  myfelf  named  without  fome  e- 
motion,  and  looking  ftedfaftly  on  the  captain,  I 
knew  him  to  be  the  perfon,  who,  in  my  fecond 
voyage,  had  left  me  in  the  ifland  where  1  fell  a- 
fleep  by  a  brook,  &  fet  fail  without  me,  or  fend- 
ing to  leek  for  me.  But  I  could  not  remember 
him  atfirft,  he  was  fo  much  altered  fince  I  faw* 
him. 
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And  as  for  him  who  believed  me  to  be  dead,  I 
could  not  wonder  at  his  not  knowing  me.  "  But 
fl  Captain,  fays  I,  was  the  merchant's  name,  to 
whom  thofe  bales  belonged,  Sindbad  ?  Yes, 
replied  he,  that  was  his  name  ;  he  came  from 
Bagdad,  and  embarked  on  board  my  (hip  at 
Balfora.  One  day,  when  we  landed  at  an  i- 
flandto  take  in  water  and  other  refrefhments, 
I  know  not  by  what  miftake,  I  fet  fail  with- 
«  out  obfervincr  that  he  did  not  reimbark  with 
<c  us  ;  neither  I  nor  the  merchants  perceived  it 
till  four  hours  after.  We  had  the  wind  in  our 
ftern,  and  fo  frefh  a  gale,  that  it  was  not  pof- 
fible  for  us  to  tack-about  for  him.  '"  You 
believe  him  then  to  be  dead,"  fays  I,  "  cer- 
tainly," anfwers  he.  "No  Captain,  fays  I, 
look  upon  me,  and  you  may  know  that  1  am 
Sindbad,  whom  you  left  in  that  defart  ifland  ; 
I  fell  afleep  by  a  brook,  and  when  I  awaked, 
I  found  all  the  company  gone." 
The  Captain,  having  looked  at  me  attentive- 
ly, knew  me  at  laft,  embraced  me,  and  faid, 
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God  be  praifed  that  Fortune  has   fupplied  my 
defe&.     There  are    your   goods,  which  I  al- 
ways took  care  to  preferve  ;  and  to  make  the 
beftofthemat  every  port   where   I  touched. 
I  reftore  them    to  you  with  the  profit  I   have 
made  of  them."     I  took  them  from  him,  and 
at  the  fame   time  acknowledged   how   much   I 
owed  to  him. 

From  the  ifle  of  Salabat  we  went  to  another, 
where  I  furnifhed  myfelf  with  cloves,  cinnamon, 
and  other  fpices.  As  we  failed  from  that  ifland 
we  fawa  tortoife  that  was  20  cubits  in  length 
and  breadth.  We  obferved  alfo,  a  fifh  which 
looked  like  a  cow,  and  gave  milk,  and  its  fkin 
is  fo  hard,  that  they  ufually  make  bucklers  of  it. 
I  faw  another  which  had  the  ihape  and  colour  of 
a  camel.  In  Ihort,  after  a  long  voyage,  I  arriv-  . 
ed  at  Balfora,  and  from  thence  returned  to  Bag- 
dad, with  fo  much  riches,  that  I  knew  not  what 
I  had.  I  gave  a  great  deal  of  alms  to  the  poor, 
and  bought  another  great  eftate  to  what  1  had  al- 
ready. 
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THE  pleafures  I  took  after  my  third  voyage, 
had  not  charms  enough  to  divert  me  from 
another.      I  was  again  prevailed  upon  by  my  paf- 
fion  for  traffick,  and  curiofity  to  fee    new  things, 
I  therefore  put  my  affairs  in  order*  and  having 
provided  a  (lock  of  goods  fit  for  the  places  where 
I  defigned  to  trade,  I  fet  out  on  my  journey,     I 
took  the  way  of  Perfia,  of  which  I  travelled   fe- 
ver al  provinces,  and  then  anived  at  a  port  where 
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I  embarked.  We  fet  fail,  and  having  touched 
at  feveral  ports  of  Terra  Firma,  and  fome  of  the 
eaftern  iflands,  we  put  out  to  fea,  and  were  feiz- 
ed  by  fuch  a  fudden  guft  of  wind,  as  obliged  the 
captain  to  furl  his  fans,  and  to  make  all  other 
neceflary  precautions  to  prevent  the  danger  that 
threatened  us.  But  all  was  in  vain,  our  endea- 
vours took  no  effect,  the  fails  were  tore  in  a  thou- 
fand  pieces,  and  the  fhip  was  ftranded,  fo  that 
a  great  many  of  the  merchants  and  feamen  were 
drowned,  and  the  cargo  loft. 

I  had  the  good  fortune,  with  feveral  of  the 
merchants  and  mariners,  to  get  a  plank,  and  we 
were  carried  by  the  current  to  an  iiland  which 
lay  before  us.  There  we  found  fruit  and  foun- 
tain-water, which  preferved  our  lives.  We  (laid 
all  night  a-fhore,  without  confulting  what  we 
fhould  do,  our  misfortune  had  dispirited  us  fo 
much. 

Next  morning,  as  foon  as  the  fun  was  up,  we 
walked  from  the  more,  and  advancing  into  the 
iflands,  faw  fome  houfcs;  to  which  we  went  5 
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and  as  foon  as  we  came  thither,  we  were  en- 
compafled  by  a  great  number  of  blacks,  who 
feized  us,  fhared  us,  among  them,  and  carried 
us  to  their  refpective  habitations. 

I  and  five  of  my  comrades  were  carriedto  one 
place  ;  they  made  us  fit  down  immediately,  and 
gave  us  a  certain  herb,  which  they  made  figns 
for  us  to  eat.  My  comrades  not  taking  notice 
that  the  blacks  ate  none  of  it  themfelves  con- 
fulting  only  the  fatisfying  of  their  own  hunger,  fell 
to  eating  with  greedinefs.  But  I  fufpe&ing 
fome  trick,  would  not  fo  much  as  tafte  it,  which 
happened  well  for  me  ;  for  in  a  little  time  after, 
1  perceived  my  companions  had  loft  their  fenfes, 
and  that  when  they  fpoke  to  me,  they  knew  not 
what  they  faid. 

The  blacks  fed  us  afterwards  with  rice,  pre- 
pared with  oil  of  cocoas,  &  my  comrades  who  had 
loft  their  reafon,  eat  of  it  greedily.  I  eat  of  it 
alfo,  but  very  fparingly.  The  blacks  gave  us 
that  herb  at  firft  on  purpofeto  deprive  us  of  our 
fenfes,  that  we  might  not  be  aware  of  the  fad 
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deftiny  prepared  for  us  ;  and  they  gave  us  it  on 
purpofe  to  fatten  us  :  for,  being  canibals,  their 
defign  was  to  cat  us  as  foon  as  we  grew  fat. 
They  did  accordingly  eat  my  comrades  who 
were  not  fenfible  of  their  condition  ;  but  my 
fenfes  being  intire,  you  may  eafily  guefs  that  in- 
ftead  of  growing  fat,  as  the  reft  did,  I  grew 
leaner  every  day.  The  fear  of  death,  under 
which  i  laboured,  turned  all  my  food  into  poi- 
fon,  I  fell  into  a  ianguifhing  diftemper,  which 
proved  my  fafety  ;  for  the  blacks,  having  killed 
and  eat  up  my  companions,  feeing  me  to  be  wi- 
thered, lean  and  fick,  deferred  my  death  till 
another  time. 

Mean  while,  I  had  a  great  deal  of  liberty,  fo 
that  there  was  fcarceany  notice  taken  of  what  I 
^  did,  and  this  gave  me  an  opportunity  one  day  to 
get  at  a  diftance  from  the  houfes,  and  to  make 
my  efcape.  An  old  man,  who  faw  me  and  fuf- 
pected  my  defign,  called  to  me  as  loud  as  he 
could  to  return  j  but  inftead  of  obeying  him  I 
redoubled  my  pace,  and  quickly  got  out  of  fight. 
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At  that  time  there  was  none  but  the  old  man 
about  the  houfes,  the  reft  being  abroad  and  not 
to  come  home  till  night,  which  was  pretty  ufual 
v/ith  them.  Therefore,  being  fure  that  they 
could  not  come  time  enough  to  purfue  me,  I 
went  on  till  night,  then  I  ftopt  to  reft  a  little, 
and  to  eat  fome  of  the  provifions  I  had  taken 
care  for  ;  but  I  fpeedily  fet  forward  again  and 
travelled  feven  days,  avoiding  thofe  places  which 
feemed  to  be  inhabited,  and  lived  for  the  moft 
part  upon  cocoa-nuts,  which  ferved  me  both  for 
meat  and  drink.  On  the  eighth  day  I  came  near 
the  fea,  and  faw  all  of  a  fudden  white  people 
like  myfelf,  gathering  of  pepper  of  which  there 
was  great  plenty  in  that  place  ;  this  I  took  to  be 
a  good  omen,  and  went  to  them  without  any 
fcruple. 

The  people  who  gathered  pepper  came  to 
meet  me  as  ibon  as  they  faw  me,  and  afked  me 
in  Arabic  who  I  was,  and  whence  I  came  ?  I 
was  over-joyed  to  hear  them  fpeak  in  my  own 
language,  and  willingly  fatisfied  their  curiofity 
E  3 


54  The  WJlory  of 

by  giving  them  an  account  of  my  (hip-wreck, 
and  how  I  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  blacks, 
Thofe  blacks,  replied  they,  eat  men,  and  by 
•what  miracle  did  you  efcape  their  cruelty  ?  I 
told  them  the  fame  ftory  I  now  tell  you,  at  which 
they  were  wonderfully  furprized. 

I  (laid  with  them  till  they  had  gathered  their 
quantity  of  pepper,  and  then  failed  with  them  to 
the  ifland  from  whence  they  came.  They  pre- 
fented  me  to  their  king,  who  was  a  good  prince, 
he  had  the  patience  to  hear  the  relation  of  my 
adventure,  which  furprized  him  ;  and  he  after- 
wards gave  me  clothes,  and  commanded  care  to 
bet* ken  cf  me. 

The  ifland  was  very  well  peopled,  plentiful  of 
every  thing,  and  the  capital  was  a  place  of  great 
trade.  This  agreeable  place  of  retreat  was  very 
comfortable  to  me  after  my  misfortune,  and  the 
kindnefs  of  this  generous  prince  towards  me 
compleated  my  fatisfa&ion.  In  a  word,  there 
was  not  a  perfon  more  in  favour  with  him  than 
nryfelf,  and  in  confequence  every  man  in  court 
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and  city  fought  how  to  oblige  me  ;  fo  that  in  a 
very  little  time  I  was  looked  upon  rather  as  a 
native  than  a  Granger. 

I  obferved  one  thing  which  to  me  looked  very 
extraordinary  ;  all  the  people,  the  king  himfelf 
notexcepted,  rode  their  horfes  without  bridle 
orftirrups.  This  made  me  one  day  take  the  li- 
berty to  afk  the  king  how  that  came  to  pafs  ? 
His  majefty  anfwered,  that  I  talked  to  him  of 
things  which  nobody  knew  the  ufe  of  in  his  do- 
minions. 

I  went  immediately  to  a  workman,  and  gave 
him  a  model  for  making  the  flock  of  a  facldle. 
When  that  was  done,  I  covered  it  with  leather, 
and  embroidered  it  with  gold.  1  .afterwards  went 
to  a  lockfmith,  who  made  me  a  bitt  according 
to  the  pattern  I  mewed  him,  and  then  he  made 
alfo  fome  (lirrups.  When  I  had  done,  I  pre- 
fented  them  to  the  king  and  put  them  upon  one 
of  his  horfes.  His  majefty  mounted  immediate- 
ly, and  was  fo  mightly  pleafed  with  them,  that 
he  teftified  his  fatisfa&ion  by  large  prefcnts  to 
E  4 


56  The  Hiflory  of 

me.  I  could  not  avoid  making-feveral  others  for 
his  minifters  and  principal  officers  of  his  houf- 
hold,  who  all  of  them  made  me  prefents  that 
enriched  me  in  a  little  time.  I  alfo  made  for 
the  people  of  heft  quality  in  the  city,  which 
gained  me  great  reputation  and  regard  from  every 
body. 

As  I  made  my  court  very  exa£Hy  to  the  king 
he  fays  to  me  one  day,  u  Sindbad,  I  love  thee, 
and  all  my  fubjedls  who  know  thee  treat  thee 
according  to  my  example.  I  have  one  thing 
to  demand  of  thee,  which  thou  mufl  grant." 
Sir,  anfwered  I,  there  is  nothing  but  what  I 
will  do,  as  a  mark  of  my  obedience  to  your 
majefty,  whofe  power  over  me  is  abfolute." 
1  have  a  mind  that  thou  fhould'ft  marry,  re- 
plies he,  that  fo  thou  may 'ft  ftay  in  my  domi- 
nions, and  think  no  more  of  thy  own  coun- 
try." I  dared  not  to  refift  the  prince's  will, 
and  fo  he  gave  me  one  of  the  ladies  of  his  court, 
a  noble,  beautiful,  chafle,  and  rich  lady.  The 
ceremonies  of  marriage  being  over,  I  went  and 
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dwelt  with  the  lady,  and  for  fome  time  we  lived 
together  in  perfect  harmony.  I  was  not,  how- 
ever, very  well  fatisfied  with  my  condition,  and 
therefore  defigned  to  make  my  efcape  on  the  firfl 
occafion,  and  to  return  to  Bagdad  ;  which  my 
prefent  fettlement,  how  advantageous  foever, 
could  not  make  me  forget. 

While  I  was  thinking  on  this,  the  wife  of 
one  of  my  neighbours,  with  whom  I  had  con- 
traded  a  very  ftrift  friendfhip,  fell  fick  and  died. 
I  went  to  fee  and  comfort  him  in  his  affliction, 
and  finding  him  fwallowed  up  with  forrow  ;  I 
faid  to  him  as  foon  as  I  faw  him,  "  God  pre- 
ferve  you,  and  grant  you  a  long  life."  "  A- 
las  !  replies  he,  how  do  you  think  I  mould 
obtain  that  favour  you  wifh  me  r  I  have  not 
above  an  hour  to  live."  "  Pray,  fays  I, 
don't  entertain  fuch  a  melancholy  thought, 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  fo,  but  that  i  (hall  en- 
joy your  company  for  many  years."  "  I 
wim  you,  fays  he,  a  long  life  ;  but  for  me, 
my  days  are  at  an  end,  for  I  muft  be  buried 
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this  Jay  with  my  wife.  This  is  a  law  which 
our  anceftors  eftablifhed  in  this  ifland,  and  al- 
ways obferved  it  inviolably.  The  living  huf- 
band  is  interred  with  the  dead  wife,  and  the 
living  wife  with  the  dead  hufband.  Nothing 
can  faveme,  every  one  muft  fubmit  to  this 
law.'* 

While  he  was  entertaining  me  with  an  account 
of  this  barbarous  cuftom,  the  very  hearing  of 
which  frightened  me  cruelly,  his  kindred,  friends, 
and  neighbours  came  in  a  body  to  affift  a  the  fu- 
neral. They  put  on  the  corps  the  woman's 
richeft  apparel,  as  if  it  had  been  her  wedding- 
day,  and  drefled  her  with  all  her  jewels,  then 
they  put  her  into  an  open  coffin,  and  lifting  it 
up,  began  their  inarch  to  the  place  of  burial, 
The  hufband  walked  at  the  head  of  the  company 
and  followed  the  corps.  They  went  up  to  a  high 
mountain,  and  when  they  came  thither,  took  up 
a  great  ftone  which  covered  the  mouth  of  a  very 
deep  pit,  and  let  down  the  corps  with  all  its  ap- 
parel and  jewels.  Then  the  hufband,  embracing 
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Iis>  kindred  and  friends,  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  put 
into  another  open  coffin  without  refinance,  with 
a  pot  of  water,  and  feven  little  loves,  and  was 
let  down  in  the  fame  manner  they  let  down  his 
wife.  The  mountain  was  pretty  long,  and 
reached  to  the  Tea.  The  ceremony  being  over 
they  covered  the  hole  again  with  the  (lone  and 
returned. 

It  is  needleft  for  me  to  tell  you,  that  I  was 
the  only  melancholy  fpefciator  of  this  funeral, 
whereas  the  reft  were  fcarcely  moved  at  it,  the 
thin**  was  fo  cuftomary  to  them.  I  could  not 
for-ear  fpeakrng  my  thoughts  of  this  matter  to 
the  king:  "  Sir,  fays  I,  I  cannot  enough  ex- 
prefs  my  wonder  at  the  ftrange  cuftom  in  this 
country,  of  burying  the  living  with  the  dead 
I  have  been  a  great  traveller,  and  feen  many 
countries,  but  never  heard  of  fo  cruel  a  law." 
What  do  you  mean,  Sindbad,  fays  the  king, 
it  is  a  common  law  r  I  mall  be  interred  with 
the  queen,  my  wife,  if  fhe  die  firft,"  "  But 
Sir,  (ays  I,  may  I  prefume  to  demand  of  your 
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majefty,  if  Grangers  be  obliged  to  obfervc  this 
raw  f"  "  Without  doubt,  replied  the  king 
(fmiling  at  the  occafion,  of  my  queftion,)  they 
are  not  excepted  if  they  be  married  in  this 
ifland." 

I  went  home  very  melancholy  at  this  anfwer  ; 
for  the  fear  of  my  wife's  dying  firft,  and  that  I 
mould  be  interred  alive  with  her,  occalioned  me 
to  have  very  mortifying  refle&ions.  But  there 
was  no  remedy,  I  muft  have  patience,  and  fub- 
mit  to  the  will  of  God.  I  trembled  however  at 
every  little  indifpofition  of  my  wife  ;  but  alas  ! 
in  a  (hort  time  my  fears  came  upon  me  all  at 
once,  for  fhe  fell  lick  and  died  in  a  few  days. 

To  be  interred  alive,  feemed  to  me  as  deplo- 
rable an  end,  as  to  be  devoured  by  canibais. 
But  I  muft  fubmit,  the  king  and  all  his  court 
would  honour  the  funeral  with  their  prefence, 
and  the  moft  confiderable  people  of  the  city  did 
the  like.  When  all  was  ready  for  the  ceremony 
the  corpfe  was  put  into  a  coffin  with  all  her  jew- 
els and  magnificent  apparel.  The  cavalcade  was 
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begun,  and  as  fecond  after  of  this  doleful  trage- 
dy, I  went  next  the  corpfe,  with  my  eyes  full 
of  tears  bewailing  my  deplorable  fate.  Before 
1  came  to  the  mountain,  I  addrefled  myfelfto 
the  king  in  the  firft  place,  and  then  to  all  thofe 
who  were  round  me,  and  bowing  before  them  to 
the  earth,  to  kifs  the  border  of  their  garments, 
I  prayed  them  to  have  companion  upon  me, 
"  Confider,  faid  I,  that  I  am  a  ftranger,  and 
"  ought  not  to  be  fubje£l  to  this  rigorous  law, 
"  and  that  I  have  another  wife  and  children  in 
"  my  own  country."  It  was  to  no  purpofe  for 
me  to  fpeak  thus,  no  foul  was  moved  at  it  ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  made  hafte  to  let  down  my 
wife's  corpfe  into  the  pit,  and  put  me  down  the 
next  moment  in  an  open  coffin,  with  a  veffel  full 
of  water,  and  feven  loaves.  In  fhort  the  fatal 
ceremony  being  performed  they  covered  up  the 
mouth  of  the  pit,  notwithftanding  the  excefs  of 
my  grief,  and  my  lamentable  cries. 

As  I  came  near  the  bottom,  I  difcovered,    by 
help  of  the  little  light  that  came  from  above   the  • 
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nature  of  this  fubterranean  place  ;  it  was  a  vaft 
long  cave,  and  might  be  about  50  fathom  deep. 
I  immediately  fmelt  an  infufferable  ftench,  p/o- 
ceeding  from  the  multitude  of  dead  corpfes,  which 
I  faw  on  the  right  and  left  ;  nay,  I  fancied  that 
I  heard  fome  of  them  figh  out  their  la(t.  How- 
ever, when  I  got  down,  I  immediately  left  my 
coffin,  and  getting  at  adiftance  from  the  cor  pie, 
held  my  nofe,  and  lay  down  upon  the  Around, 
where  I  ftaidalong  time  bathed  in  tears.  Then 
reflefting  on  my  fad  lot,  "  It  is  true,  faid  I, 
that  God  difpofes  all  things  according  to  the 
decrees  of  his  providence  ;  but,  poor  Sinclbad, 
art  not  thou  thyfelfthe  caufe  of  thy  being 
brought  to  die  fo  ftrange  a  death  ?  Would  to 
God  thou  hadil  perifhed  in  fome  of  thofe  tem- 
pefts  which  thou  hadft  efcaped  !  Then  thy 
death  had  not  been  fo  lingering,  and  terrible 
in  all  its  circumftances.  But  thou  haft  drawn 
all  this  upon  thyfelf  by  thy  curfed  avarice. 
Ah  !  unfortunate  wretch  !  Shouldft  thou  nut 
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"  rather  have  ftaidat  home,  and  quietly  enjoyed 
"  the  fruit  of  thy  labour." 

Though  the  darknefs  of  the  cave  was  fo  great 
that  I  could  not  diftinguifh  day  and  night,  yet  I 
al way s  found  my  coffin  again,  and  the  cave  feem- 
ed  to  be  more  fpacions,  and  fuller  of  corpfes  than 
it  appeared  to  me  at  firft.  I  lived  for  fome  days 
upon  my  bread  and  water,  which  being  all  fpent 
at  laft  I  prepared  for  death. 

As  I  was  thinking  of  death,  I  heard  the  (lone 
lifted  up  from  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  and  im- 
mediately the  corp.s  of  a  man  was  let  down. 
When  men  are  reduced  to  extremities,  it  is  na«. 
tural  for  them  to  come  to  extreme  refolutions. 
While  they  let  down  the  woman,  I  approached 
the  place  where  her  coffin  was  to  be  put,  and  as 
foon  as  I  perceived  they  were  covering  again  the 
mouth  of  the  cave,  I  gave  the  unfortune  wretch 
two  or  three  great  blows  over  the  head,  with  a 
bone  that  I  found  j  which  (tunned,  or,  to  fay 
the  truth,  killed  her.  I  committed  this  inhuman 
action  merely  for  the  fake  of  the  bread  and  wa- 
ter that  was  in  her  coffin,  and  thus  I  had  provi- 


64  rbeHlJloryof 

fions  for  fome  days  more.  When  that  was 
fpent,  they  let  down  another  dead  woman,  and 
a  live  man  ;  I  killed  the  man  in  the  fame  man- 
ner ;  and,  as  good  luck  would  have  it  for  me, 
there  was  then  a  fort  of  morality  in  the  town,  fo 
that  by  this  means  I  did  not  want  for  pro- 
vifions. 

One  day,  as  I  had  difpatched  another  woman, 
I  heard  fomething  walking,  and  blowing  or 
panting  as  it  walked.  I  advanced  towards  that 
fide  from  whence  I  heard  the  noife,  and  upon 
my  approach  the  thing  puffed  and  blew  harder, 
as  if  it  had  been  running  away  from  me.  I  fol- 
lowed the  noife,  and  the  thing  feemed  to  flop 
fometimes,  but  always  fled  and  blew  as  I  ap- 
proached. I  followed  it  fo  long,  and  fo  tar, 
till  ai  laft  I  perceived  a  light,  refembling  a  (lar  ; 
I  went  on  towards  that  light,  and  fometimes  loft 
fight  of  it,  but  always  found  it  again,  and  at  laft 
difcovered  that  it  came  thro'  a  hole  in  the  rock, 
large  enough  for  a  man  to  get  out  at. 

Upon  this,  I  ftopt  fome  time  to  reft  myfelf, 
being  much  fatigued  with  purfuing  this  difcove- 
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ry  fo  faft  :  afterwards  coming  up  to  the  hole,  I 
went  out  at  it,  and  found  myfelf  upon  the  fea. 
I  leave  you  to  guefs  at  the  excefs  of  my  joy  ;  it 
was  fuch  that  I  could  fcarce  perfuade  myfelf  of 
its  being  real. 

But  when  I  was  recovered  from  my  fnrprize, 
and  convinced  of  the  truih  of  the  matter,  I  found 
the  thing  which  I  had  followed,  and  heard  puff 
and  blow,  to  be  a  creature  which  came  out  of 
the  fea,  arui  was  accuftomed  to  en<er  at  that  hole 
to  feed  upon  dead  carcafes. 

I  confidered  the  mountain,  and  perceived  it  to 
be  fituated  betwixt  the  fea  and  the  town,  but 
without  any  pailage  or  way  to  communicate  v.rii 
the  latter,  the  rocks  on  the  fide  of  the  fea,  were 
fo  rugged  and  deep.  I  fell  down  upon  the  (bore 
to  thank  God  for  his  mercy,  and  afterwards. en- 
tered the  cave  again  to  fetch  bread  and  water, 
which  I  did  eat  by  day-light  with  a  better  appe- 
tite than  I  had  done  fince  my  interment  in  the 
dark  hole. 

I  returned  thither  again,  and  groped  about  a- 
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mong  the  biers  for  all  the  diamonds,  rubies, 
pearls,  gold,  bracelets,  and  rich  fluffs  I  could 
find  ;  thefe  I  brought  to  the  fhore,  and  tying 
them  up  neatly  into  bales,  with  the  cords  that  let 
down  the  coffins,  I  laid  them  together  upon  the 
bank,  waiting  till  fome  fhip  paiTed,  by,  without 
any  fear  of  rain,  for  it  was  not  then  the  feafon. 

After  two  or  three  days  I  perceived  a  (hip  that 
had  but  juft  come  out  of  the  harbour,  and  paiT- 
ed  near  the  place  where  I  was.  I  Made  a  fign 
with  the  linen  of  my  turban,  &  called  to  them  as 
loud  as  I  could  :  they  heard  me,  and  fent  a  (loop 
to  bring  me  on  board.  When  the  mariners  afk- 
cd  by  what  misfortune  I  came  thither  r  I  told 
them  that  I  fuffcred  fhipwreck  two  days  ago, 
nml  made  fhift  to  get  afhore  with  the  goods  they 
faw.  It  was  happy  for  me  that  thofe  people  did 
not  confider  the  place  where  1  was,  nor  enquire 
into  the  probability  of  what  I  told  them  ;  but 
without  any  more  ado,  took  me  on  board  with 
my  goods.  When  I  came  to  the  fhip,  the  cap- 
tain was  fo  well  pleafed  to,  have  faved  me,  and 
fa  much  taken  up  with  his  own  affairs,  that  he 
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alfo  took  the  {lory  of  my  pretended  fhipwreck 
upon  truft,  and  gensroufly  refufed  ibme  jewels 
which  I  offered  him. 

We  paffed  by  feveral  iflands,  and  among  o- 
thers,  that  called  Serendib,  with  a  regular  wind, 
and  fix  leagues  from  that  of  Kela,  where  we 
landed.  This  ifland  produces  lead-mines,  Indian 
canes,  and  excellent  camphire. 

The  king  of  the  ifle  of  Kela  is  very  rich  and 
potent  ;  and  the  ifle  of  Bells,  which  is  about 
two  clays  journey  in  extent,  is  alfo  fubje«5l  to 
him.  The  inhabitants  are  fo  barbarous,  that 
they  ftill  eat  human  fleih.  After  we  had  fini (li- 
ed our  commerce  in  that  ifland,  we"  put  to  fea 
again,  and  touched  at  feveral  other  ports  ;  at  lad 
I  arrived  happily  at  Bagdad  with  infinite  riche?, 
of  which  it  is  needlefs  to  trouble  you  with  the 
detail.  Out  of  thankfulnefs  to  God  for  his  mer- 
cies, I  gave  great  alms  for  the  entertainment  of 
feveral  mofques,  and  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the 
poor,  and  employed  myfelf  wholly  in  enjoying 
my  kindred  and  friends. 

F   2 


THE 

FIFTH    VOYAGE 

OF 

S  I  N  D  B  A  D 

THE 

SAILOR. 


THE  pleafures  I  enjoyed  had  again   charms 
enough  to  make  me  forget  all    the  troubles 
sncalamities  I  had  undergone,    without  curing 
me  of  my   inclination   to   make    new   voyages. 
Therefore  I  bought  goods,    ordered   them    to  be 
packed  up,  and   loaded,   and   fet  out  with  them 
/'or  the  beft    fea-port,   and   there,   that  I    might 
not  be   obliged    to  depend   upon  a  captain,  but 
have  a  fhip  at  my  own  command,  4   ftaid   till 
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one  was  built  on  purpofe,  at  my  own  charge. 
When  the  fhip  was  ready,  I  went  on  board  with 
my  goods ;  but  not  having  enough  to  load  her, 
I  took  on  board  me  feveral  merchants  of  different 
nations  with  their  merchandize. 

We  failed  with  the  firft  fair  wind,  and  after  a 
long  navigation,  the  firft  place  we  touched  at 
was  a  defart  ifland,  where  we  found  an  egg  of  a 
roc,  equal  in  bignefs  with  that  I  formerly  men- 
tioned. There  was  a  young  roc  in  itjuft  ready 
to  be  hatched,  and  the  bill  of  it  began  to  ap- 
pear. 

The  merchants,  whom  I  had  taken  on  board 
my  ihip,  and  who  landed  with  me,  broke  the 
egg  with  hatchets,  and  made  a  hole  in  it,  from 
whence  they  pulled  out  the  young  roc  piece  after 
piece,  and  roafted  it.  I  had  earneftly  difTuaded 
them  from  meddling  with  the  egg,  but  they 
would  not  liften  to  me. 

Scarce  had  they  made  an  end  of  their  treat, 
when  there  appeared  in  the  air,  at  a  confiderable 
diftance  from  us,  two  great  clouds.  The  cap- 
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tain,  whom  I  hired  to  fail  my  fhip,  knowing 
by  experience  what  it  meant,  cried  that  it  was 
the  he  and  (he  roc  that  belonged  to  the  young 
one,  and  preifed  us  to  reimbark  with  all  fpeed, 
to  prevent  the  misfortune  which  we  faw  would 
other  wife  befall  us,  We  made  hafte  to  do  fo- 
and  fet  fail  with  all  poflible  diligence. 

In  the  mean  time  the  two  rocs  approached 
with  a  frightful  noife,  which  they  redoubled 
when  they  faw  the  egg  broke,  and  their  young 
one  gone.  But  having  a  mind  to  avenge  them- 
felves,  they  flew  back  towards  the  place  from 
whence  they  came,  and  difappeared  for  fome 
time,  while  we  made  all  the  fail  we  could,  to 
prevent  that  which  unhappily  befel  us. 

They  returned,  and  we  obferved  that  each  of 
them  carried  betwixt  their  talons,  (tones,  or  ra- 
ther rocks  of  monftrous  fize.  When  they  came 
directly  over  my  (hip,  they  hovered,  and  one  of 
them  let  fall  a  (tone,  but  by  the  dexterity  of  the 
fteerfman,  who  immediately  turned  the  (hip 
with  the  rudder,  it  miffed  us,  and  falling  by  the 
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fide  of  the  Chip  into  the  fea,  divided  the  water  To, 
that  we  almoft  could  fee  to  the  bottom.  The 
other  rcc,  to  our  misfortune,  threw  the  ftone  fo 
eKa&ly  upon  the  middle  of  the  fhip,  that  it  fplit 
in  a  thoufand  pices.  The  mariners  and  paflen- 
gers  were  all  killed  by  the  ftone,  or  funk.  I 
myfelf  had  the  iaft  fate  ;  but  as  I  came  up  again, 
I  catched  hold  by  good  fortune  of  a  piece  of  the 
•wreck,  and  fwimming  fometimes  with  one  hand 
and  fometimes  with  the  other,  but  always  hold- 
ing fad  my  board,  the  wind  ar.d  tide  being  for 
me,  I  came  to  an  ifland  whole  bank  was  very 
fteep.  I  overcome  that  difficulty,  however,  and 
got  afhore. 

I  fat  down  upon  the  grafs,  to  recover  myfelf 
a  little  from  my  fatigue,  after  which  I  got  up 
and  went  into  the  ifland  to  view  it.  It  teemed 
to  be  a  delicious  garden.  I  found  trees  every 
where,  fome  ofthem  bearing  green,  and  others 
ripe  fruits,  and  ftreams  offrefhpure  water,  with 
pleafant  windings  and  turnings.  I  ate  of  the 
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fruits,  which  I  found  excellent  ;  and  drank  of 
the  water,  which  was  very  pleafant. 

Night  being  come,  I  lay  down  upon  thegrafs, 
in  a  place  conveniera  enough,  but  I  could  not 
deep  an  hour  at  a  time,  my  mind  wasfo  difturb- 
ed  with  the  fear  of  bdng  alone  in  fo  deiari  a 
place.  Thus  I  fpent  the  bell  part  of  the  night 
in  fretting,  and  reproaching  myfelf  for  my  im- 
prudence in  not  Haying  at  home,  rather  than  un- 
dertaking this  la;t  voyage.  But  dav-light  dif- 
perfed  thofe  melancholy  thoughts,  and  I  got  up 
and  walked  among  the  trees,  but  not  without  ap- 
preheniions  of  danger. 

When  I  was  a  little  advanced  into  the  ifland 
I  faw  an  old  man,  who  to  me  feeim-d  very  weak 
and  feeble.  He  fat  upon  the  bank  of  a  dream, 
and  at  fir  ft  I  took  him  to  be  one  who-  had  been 
llii p wrecked  like  myfelf.  I  went  towards  him, 
and  fainted  him,  but  he  only  bowed  his  head  a 
little.  I  aflced  him  what  he  did  there,  but  in- 
flead  of  anfwering  me,  he  made  a  fign  for  me 
to  take  him  upon  HIV  back,  and  carry  him  over 
.  G 
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the  brook,  fignifying  that  it  was  to  gather  fruit* 
I  believed  him  really  to  (land  in  need  of  my 
help,  ftrtook  him  upon  my  back,  and  having 
carried  him  over,  bid  him  get  down,  and  for 
that  end  1  ftoop^d,  that  he  might  get  off  with 
cafe  ;  but  inftead  of  that,  (which  makes  me  laugh 
at  every  time  I  think  on't)  the  old  man,  who  to 
me  appeared  very  decrepid,  clafped  his  legs  nim- 
bly about  my  neck,  and  then  I  perceived  hisfkin 
to  refemble  that  of  a  cow.  He  fat  aftride  upon 
my  ihoulders,  and  held  my  throat  fo  ftrait,  that 
I  thought  he  would  have  ftrangled  me,  the  fright 
of  which  made  me  faint  away  and  fall  down. 

Notwithstanding  my  fainting,  the  ill-natured 
old  follow  kept  fait  about  my  neck,  but  opened 
his  legs  a  little  to  give  me  time  to  recover  my 
breath.  When  I  had  done  fo,  he  thruil  one  of 
his  feet  againft  my  ftomach,  and  (truck  me  fo 
rudely  on  the  fide  with  the  other,  that  he  forced 
me  to  rife  up  againft  my  will.  Being  got  up, 
he  made  me  walk  under  the  trees,  and  forced  me 
now  and  then  to  flop,  to  gather  and  eat  fuch 
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fruit  as  we  found.  He  never  left  me  all  day, 
and  when  1  lay  down  to  reft  me  by  night,  he 
laid  himfelf  down  with  me,  holding  always  fad 
about  my  neck.  Every  morning  he  pufhed  me, 
to  make  me  awake,  and  afterwards  obliged  me 
to  get  up  and  walk,  and  preffed  me  with  his 
feet.  You  may  judge  then  what  trouble  I  was 
in,  to  be  charged  with  fuch  a  burden  as  I  could 
no  ways  rid  myfelf  from. 

One  day  I  found  in  my  way  feveral  dry  cale- 
baflies,  that  had  fallen  from  a  tree  ;  I  took  a 
large  one,  and,  after  cleaning  it,  preiTed  into  it 
fome  juice  of  grapes,  which  abounded  in  the 
ifland  ;  having  filled  the  calebafh,  I  fet  it  in  a 
convenient  place,  and  coming  hither  again  fome 
days  after,  I  took  up  my  calebaih,  and  fetting  it 
to  my  mouth,  found  the  wine  to  be  fo  good,  that 
it  made  me  prefently  not  only  forget  my  forrow, 
but  1  grew  fo  vigorous,  and  was  fo  light-hearted 
that  I  began  to  fing  and  dance  as  I  walked 
along. 

The  old  man  perceiving  the  effeft  which  this 
G  i 
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drink  had  upon  me,  and  that  I  carried  him  with 
more  eafe  than  I  did  before,  made  a  fign  for  me 
give  him  fome  of  it.  I  gave  him  the  calebafh 
and  the  liquor  pleafing  his  palate,  he  drank  it  all 
off.  There  being  enough  of  it  to  fuddle  him,  he 
became  drunk  immediately,  and  the  fumes  get- 
ting up  into  his  head,  he  began  to  ling  alter  his 
manner,  and  to  dance  with  his  breech  upon  my 
fhoulders.  His  jolting  about  made  me  vomit, 
and  he  loofened  his  legs  from  about  me  by  de- 
grees ;  fo  finding  that  he  did  not  prefs  me  as  be- 
fore, I  threw  him  upon  the  ground,  where  he 
lay  without  motion,  and  then  I  took  up  a  great 
llone,  with  which  J  crufhed  his  head  to  pieces. 
I  was  extremely  rejoiced,  to  be  freed  thus 
from  this  curfed  old  fellow,  and  walked  upon 
the  bank  of  the  fea,  where  I  met  the  crew  of  a 
fliip  that  had  caft  anchor,  to  fake  in  water  and 
rei'refh  themfelves.  They  were  extremely  fur- 
prized  to  fee  me,  and  to  hear  the  particulars 
of  my  adventures.  You  fell,  faid  they,  into  the 
hands  of  the  old  man  of  the  fea,  and  are  the  firft 
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that  ever  efcaped  ftrangling  by  him.  He  never 
left  thofe  he  had  once  made  himfelf  matter  of, 
till  he  deftroyed  them,  and  he  has  made  this  i- 
fland  famous  by  the  number  of  men  he  has  flain 
fo  that  the  merchants  and  manners  who  landed 
upon  it,  dared  not  to  advance  into  the  ifland,but 
in  numbers  together. 

After  having  informed  me  of  thofe  things, 
they  carried  me  with  them  to  the  fhip,  the  cap- 
tain received  me  with  great  fatisfaftion,  when 
they  told  him  what  had  befallen  me.  He  pat 
out  again  to  fea,  and  after  foine  days  fail,  we 
arrived  at  the  harbour  of  a  great  city,  whofe 
houfes  were  built  with  goodftone. 

One  of  the  merchants  of  the  fhip,  who  had 
taken  me  into  his  friendmip,  obliged  me  to  go 
along  with  him,  and  carried  me  to  a  place  ap- 
pointed for  a  retreat  for  foreign  merchants.  He 
gave  me  a  great  bag,  and  having  recommended 
me  to  fome  people  of  the  town,  who  ufed  to  ga- 
ther cocoas,  he  defired  them  to  take  me  with 
them  to  do  the  like  ;  "  Go  fays  he,  follow 
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"  them,  and  do  as  you  fee  them  do,  and  don't 
*'  feparatefrom  them,  otherwife  you  endanger 
"  your  life".  Having  thus  fpoke,  he  gave  me 
provifions  for  the  journey,  and  I  went  with 
them. 

We  came  to  a  great  foreft  of  trees,  extremely 
ftrait  and  tall,  and  their  trunks  were  fo  fmooth, 
that  it  was  not  poflible  for  any  man  to  climb  up 
to  the  branches,  that  bore  the  fruit.  All  the 
trees  were  cocoa-trees,  and  when  we  entered  the 
foreft  we  faw  a  great  number  of  apes  of  feveral 
fizes,  that  fled  as  foon  as  they  perceived  us,  and 
climbed  up  to  the  tops  of  the  trees  with  furpriz- 
ing  fwiftnefs. 

The  merchants  with  whom  I  was,  gathered, 
ftones,  and  threw  them  at  the  apes  on  the  tops 
of  the  trees.  I  did  the  fame,  and  the  apes  out 
of  revenge  threw  cocoa-nuts  at  us  as  faft,  and 
with  fuch  geftures  as  fufficiently  teftified  their  an- 
ger and  refentment  ;  we  gathered  up  the  cocoas, 
and  from  time  to  time  threw  ftones  to  provoke 
the  apes  ;  fo  that  by  this  flratagem  we  filled  our 


SINDBAD  the  Sailor.  79 

bigs  with  cocoa-nuts,  which  it  had  been  impof- 
fible  for  us  to  have  done  otherwife. 

When  we  had  gathered  our  number,  we  re- 
turned to  the  city,  where  the  merchant  who  Tent 
me  to  the  foreft,  gave  me  the  value  of  the  co- 
coas, I  brought  :  »'  Go  on,  fays  he,  and  do  the 
"  like  every  day  until  you  have  got  money  e- 
"  nough  to  carry  you  home."  1  thanked  him 
for  his  good  .advice,  and  infenfibly  gathered  to- 
gether fo  many  cocoas  as  mounted  to  a  confider- 
able  fum. 

The  veiTel  in  which  I  came,  failed  with  mer-< 
chants  who  loaded  her  with  cocoas.  I  expected 
the  arrival  of  another,  which  landed  fpeedily  for 
the  like  loading.  I  embarked  on  board  the  fame 
all  the  cocoas  that  belonged  to  me  and  when  me 
was  ready  to  fail,  I  went  and  took  leave  of  the 
merchant,  who  had  been  fo  kind  to  me  ;  but  he 
could  not  embark  with  me,  becaufe  he  had  not 
finimed  his  affairs. 

We  fct  fail  towards  the  ifland,  where  pepper- 
grows  in  great  plenty.  From  thence  we  went 
G4 
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to  the  ifle  of  Comari,  where  the  bed  fort  of 
\voodofaloes  grows,  and  whofe  inhabitants  have 
made  it  an  inviolable  law  to  themfelves,  to  drink 
n-)  wine,  nor  fuffer  any  place  of  debauch.  I  ex- 
charig'-d  my  cocoas  in  thofe  two  iflands,  for  pep- 
per and  wood  of  aloes,  and  went  with  other  mer- 
chants a  pearl-fiihing,  I  hired  divers,  who  fetch- 
ed me  up  thofe  that  were  very  large  and  pure. 
J  embarked  joyfully  onaveffel  that  arrived  hap- 
*pily  at  Balfora  ;  from  thence  I  returned  to  Bag- 
dad, where  I  made  vail  fums  of  my  pepper,  wood 
of  aloes  and  pearls.  J  gave  the  tenth  of  my  gain 
in  alms,  as  I  had  done  upon  my  return  from 
other  voyages,  and  endeavoured  to  eafe  myfelf 
from  my  fatigues,  by  diverfions  of  all  forts  . 


THE 

SIXTH    VOYAGE 

OF 

S  JNDB A  D 

THE 

SAILOR. 


IT  muft  appear  aftonifhing,  after  being  fhip- 
wrecked  five  times,  and  efcaping  fo  many  dan- 
gers, I  could  refolve  again  to  try  my  fortune,  and 
expofe  myfelf  to  new  hardfhips.  I  am  aftonifhed 
at  it  myfelf,  when  I  think  on  it,  and  muft  certain- 
ly have  been  induced  to  it  by  my  ftars.  But  be 
that  how  it  will  ;  after  a  year's  reft,  I  prepared 
for  a  fixth  voyage,  notwithstanding  the  prayers 
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of  my  kindred  and  friends,  who  did  all  that  was 
pofiible  to  prevent  me. 

Inrtead  of  taking  my  way  by  the  Perfian  gulph 
I  travelled  once  more  thro'  feveral  provinces  of 
Perfia  and  the  Indies,  and  arrived  at  a  fea-port, 
where  1  embarked  on  board  a  fhip,  the  captain 
of  which  was  refolved  on  a  long  voyage. 

It  was  very  long  indeed,  but  at  the  fame  time 
fo  unfortunate,  that  the  captain  and  pilot  loft 
their  courfe,  fo  as  they  knew  not  where  they 
were.  They  found  it  at  laft,  but  we  had  no 
ground  to  rejoice  at  it.  We  were  all  feized  with 
extraordinary  fear,  when  we  faw  the  captain 
quit  his  port,  and  cry  out.  He  threw  off  his 
turban,  pulled  the  hair  off  his  beard,  and  beat  his 
head  like  a  madman.  We  afked  him  the  reafon 
and  he  anfwered,  that  he  was  in  the  moft  dan- 
gerous place  of  all  the  fea.  A  rapid  current 
carries  the  fhip  along  with  it,  and^vve  (hall  all 
of  us  perifh  in  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour. 
Pray  to  God,  to  deliver  us  from  this  danger,  we 
cannot  efcape  it,  if  he  don't  take  pity  on  us. 
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At  thefe  words  he  ordered  the  fails  to  be  chang- 
ed,— but  all  the  ropes  broke,  and  the  fhip,  with- 
out being  poflible  to  help  it,  was  carried  by  the 
current  to  the  foot  of  an  unacceilible  mountain, 
where  me  was  run  afliore  and  broke  to  pieces, 
yet  fo  as  we  faved  our  lives,  our  provifions,  and 
the  beft  of  our  goods. 

This  being  over,  the  captain  fays  to  us,  "  God 
has  now  done  what  he  pleafed,  we  may  every 
man  dig  our  grave  here,  and  bid  the  world 
adieu,  for  we  are  in  fo  fatal  a  place,  that  none 
mi p wrecked  here  did  ever  return  to  their  homes 
again."  His  difcourfe  afflicted  us  mortally,  and 
we  embraced  one  another  wjth  tears  in  our  eyes 
bewailing  our  deplorable  lot. 

The  mountain  at  the  foot  of  which  we  were 
caft,  was  the  coaft  of  a  very  long  and  large  ifland. 
This  coaft  was  covered  all  ovdr  with  wrecks, 
and  by  the  vaft  number  of  men's  bones  we  faw 
every  where,  and  which  filled  us  with  horror, 
we  concluded  that  abundance  of  people  had  died 
there.  It  isalfo  incredible  to  tell,  what  a  quan- 
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thy  of  goods  and  riches  .we  found  cait  afhore 
there.  All  thole  obje&s  ferved  only  to  augment 
our  grief.  Whereas  in  all  other  places,  rivers 
run  from  their  channels  into  the  fea,  here  a  great 
river  of  fre ih  water  runs  out  of  the  fea  into  a 
dark  cave,  whofe  entrance  is  very  high  and  large. 
What  is  moft  remarkable  in  this  place  is,  that 
the  (tones  of  the  mountain  areof  chryftal,  rubies 
or  other  precious  ftones.  Here  is  alfo  a  fort  of 
a  fountain  of  pitch  or  bitumen,  that  runs  into 
the  fea,  which  the  fifhes  fwallow,  and  then  vomit 
up  again  turned  into  ambergreafe  ;  and  this  the 
v,  aves  throw  upon  the  beach  in  great  quantities. 
Here  grows  alfo  trees,  moft  of  which  are  of 
wood  of  aloes,  equal  in  goodnefs  to  thofe  of 
Camari. 

To  finiih  the  defcription  of  this  place,  which 
may  well  be  called  a  gulph,  fince  nothing  ever 
returns  from  it,  it  is  not  poilible  for  a  (hip  to  get 
off  from  it,  when  once  they  come  within  fuch  a 
diliance  of  it.  If  they  be  drove  thither  by  a  wind 
from  the  fea,  the  wind  and  the  current  ruins 
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them  ;&  if  they  come  into  it  when  a  land  wind 
blows,  which  might  feem  to  favour  their  getting 
out  again,  the  height  of  the  mountain  ft  ops  The 
wind  and  occafions  a  calm,  fo  that  the  force  of 
the  current  runs  them  afhore,  v/here  they  are 
broke  in  pieces,  as  ours  was  ;  and  that  \vhich 
compleats  the  misfortune,  is,  that  there  is  no  pof- 
fibility  to  get  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  or  to 
get  out  any  manner  of  way. 

We  continued  upon  the  ihore,  like  men  out 
of  their  fenfesj  and  expecled  death  every  day. 
At  firft  we  divided  our  provifions  as  equally  as 
we  could,  and  fo  every  one  lived  a  longer  or 
a  moiter  while,  according  to  their  temper,  and 
the  ufe  they  made  of  their  provifions. 

Thofe  who  died  firft  were  interred  by  the  reft  ; 
and  as  for  my  part,  I  paid  the  laft  duty  to  all  my 
companions  :  nor  are  you  to  wonder  at  this ; 
for  I  hufbanded  the  provifion  that  fell  to  my  mare 
better  than  they  ;  yet  when  I  buried  the  laft,  I 
had  fo  little  remaining,  that  I  thought  I  could 
not  hold  out  any  longer.  So  that  I  digged  a 
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grave,  refolvingto  lie  down  in  it,  bccaufe  there 
was  none  left  alive  to  inter  me.  I  muft  confeis 
to  you  at  the  fame  time,  that  while  I  was  thus 
employed,  I  could  not  but  reflect  upon  my  un- 
conquerable fpirit  for  travelling,  as  the  caufe  of 
my  own  ruin. 

But  it  pleafed  Gnd  once  more  to  take  com- 
pafiion  on  me,  and  put  in  my  mind  to  go  to  the 
bank  of  the  river  which  runs  intothe  great  cave, 
where  confidering  the  river  with  great  attention, 
I  faid  to  myfelf,  "  This  river,  which  runs  thus 
'  under  ground,  muft  come  out  fomewhere  or 
'  other.  If  I  make  a  float,  and  leave  myfelf  to 
'  the  current,  Providence  may  bring  me  to  fome 
'  inhabited  country,  where  I  may,  perhaps 
*  find  fome  new  occafion  of  enriching  myftlf. 

After  this1,  1  immediately  went  to  work  on  a 
float,  I  made  it  of  good  large  pieces  of  timber 
and  cables,  for  I  had  choice  of  them,  and  tied 
them  together  fo  ftrong,  that  I  had  made  a  very 
foil- 1  little  float.  When  I  had  finifliedit,  I  lead- 
ed it  with  fome  bales  of  rubies,  emeralds,  amber- 
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greafe,  roc-cryftal,  and  rich  fluffs.  Havin?  ba- 
lanced my  cargo  exactly,  and  failened  it  well  to 
the  float,  I  went  on  board  it  with  two  little  oars 
ihat  I  had  made,  and  leaving  it  to  the  courfe  of, 
the  river,  I  refignedmyfelf  to  the  will  of  God. 

As  foon  as  i  came  into  the  cave,  I  loft  all 
light,  and  the  dream  carried  me  I  know  not 
whuher.  Thus  I  failed  fome  days  \t\  perfect 
darknefs,  and  once  found  the  arch  fo  low,  that 
it  well  nigh  broke  my  head,  which  made  me  ve- 
ry cautious  afterwards  of  avoiding  the  like  dan- 
ger. All  this  while  I  ate  nothing  but  what  was 
juft  neceffary  to  fupport  nature  ;  yet  notuith- 
ftanding  this  frugality,  all  my  provifions  were 
fpe,nt.  Then  a  pleafant  lleep  feized  upon  me. 
I  cannot  tell  how  Ion  g  it  continued  ;  but  which 
I  awaked,  I  was  ftirprizcd  to  find  myfelf  in  the 
middle  of  a  vaft  country,  at  the  brink  of  a  river, 
where  my  float  was  tied,  amidil  a  great  number 
of  negroes.  1  got  up  as  foon  as  i  faw  them, 
and  faluted  them.  They  fpoke  to  me,  Imt  1  did 
not  underftand  their  language. 
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One  of  ihe  blacks  who  underwood  Arabic, 
hearing  me  fpeak  in  that  language,  came  toward 
me,  and  faid,  "  Brother,  don't  be  furprized  to 
fee  us,  we  are  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and 
came  hitherto-day  to  water  our  fields,  by  dig- 
ging little  canals  from  this  river,  which  comes 
out  of  the  neighbouring  mountain.  We  per- 
ceived fomething  floating  upon  the  water,  went 
fpeedily  to  fee  what  it  was,  and  perceiving 
your  float,  one  of  us  fwam  into  the  river  and 
brought  it  hither,  where  we  faftened  It,  as  you 
fee,  until  you  mould  awake.  Pray  teil  us  your 
hiftory,  for  it  muft  be  extraordinary  ;  how  did 
you  venture  yourfelf  into  this  river,  and  whence 
do  you  come  r"  I  begged  of  them  h'rft  to  give 
me  fomething  to  eat,  and  then  I  would  fatisfy 
their  curiofity.  They  gave  me  feveral  forts  of 
food,  and  when  I  had  fatisfied  my  hunger,  I  gave 
them  a  true  account  of  all  that  had  befallen  me, 
which  they  liftened  to  with  admiration.  As  foon 
as  1  had  finimed  my  difcourfe,  they  told  me  bv 
the  perfon  who  fpoke  Arabic,  and  interpreted 
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^j  them  what  I  faid,  that  it  was  one  of  the  mofl 
furprizing  (lories  they  ever  heard,  and  that  I 
inuit  go  along  with  them,  and  tell  it  their  king 
myfelf;  the  thing  was  too  extraordinary  to  be 
told  him  by  any  other  than  the  perfon  to  whom 
it  happened.  I  told  them  I  was  ready  to  do 
whatever  they  pleafed. 

They  immediately  fent  for  a  horfe,  which  was 
brought  them  in  a  little  time,  and  having  made 
me  get  up  upon  him,  fome  of  them  walked  be- 
fore me  to  (hew  me  the  way,  and  the  reft  took 
my  float  and  cargo,  and  followed  me. 

We  marched  thus  altogether,  till  we  came  to 
the  city  oi  Screndib,  for  'twas  in  that  ifland 
•where  I  landed.  The  blacks  prefented  me  to 
their  king,  I  approached  his  throne,  and  faluted 
jYim  as  I  ufed  to  do  the  kings  of  the  Indies  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  I  proftrated  myfelf  at  his  feet,  and  kif- 
fed  the  earth.  The  prince  ordered  me  to  rife  up, 
ipceived  me  with  an  obliging  air,  and  made  me 
came  up,  and  fit  down  near  him.  He  firft  afk- 
ed  me  my  name,  and  I  anfwered  Sindbad  the 
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Sailor,  becaufe  of  the  many  voyages  I  had  un- 
dertaken, and  that  I  was  a  citizen  of  Bagdad. 
"  But,  replies  he,  how  did  you  come  into  my 
"  dominions,  and  from  whence  came  you  laft."  ' 

I  concealed  nothing  from  the  king  ;  I  told 
him  all  thar  I  have  now  told  you,  and  his  ma- 
jefty  was  fo  furprized  and  charmed  with  it,  that 
he  commanded  my  adventures  to  be  writ  in  let- 
ters of  gold,  and  laid  up  in  the  archives  of  his 
kingdom.  At  laft  my  float  was  brought  him, 
and  the  bales  opened  in  his  prefence  ;  he  admir- 
ed the  quantity  of  wood  of  aloes,  and  amber- 
greafe,  but  above  all,  the  rubies  and  emeralds, 
for  he  had  none  in  his  treafury  that  came  near 
them. 

Qbferving  that  he  looked  on  my  jewels  with 
pleafure,  and  viewed  the  moft  remarkable  among 
them,  one  after  another,  I  fell  proftrate  at  his 
feet,  and  took  the  liberty  to  fay  to  him,  "  Sir, 
"  not  only  my  perfon  is  at  your  majefty's  fervicei 
<c  but  the  cargo  of  the  float,  and  I  beg  of  you  to 
"  difpofe  of  it  as  your  own  "  He  anfwered  me 
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\vitha  fmile,  "   Sindbad,  I  will  take  care  not    to 

*  covet  any   thing   of  yours,    nor  to  take    any 
f    thing  from  you  that   God  has   given  you  ;  far 

*  from  lefTening   your  wealth,  I  defign  to    aug- 

*  ment  it,   and  will  not  let  you   go  out  of  my 
<    dominions  without  marks  of   my  liberality." 
All  the  anfwer  1  returned    was  prayers   for  the 
profperity  of  that  prince,  and  commendations  of 
his  generoiity  and   bounty.     He  charged    one  of 
his  officers  t.o  take  care  of  me,  and  ordered  peo- 
ple to  ferve  me  at   his  own'  charge.      The   officer 
\vas  very  faithful  in  the  execution   of  his  orders, 
and  made  all  the  goods  to  be  carried  to  the    lodg- 
ings provided  for  me. 

I  went  every  day  at  a  fet  hour  to  make  my 
court  to  the  king,  and  fpent  the  reft  of  my  time 
in  feeing  the  ciiy,  and  what  was  .moft  worthy  of 
ixiy  cnriofity. 

The  Ifleof  Serendib  is  fituated  juft  under  the 
equinoctial  line  ;  fo  that  the  days  and  night  there 
are  always  of  twelve  hours  each,  and  the  ifland 
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is  eighty  parafangues  in  length,  and  as  many  in 
breadth. 

The  capital  city  (lands  in  the  end  of  a  fine  val- 
ley, formed  by  a  mountain,  in  the  middle  of  the 
ifland,  which  is  the  higheft  in  the  world.  It  is 
feen  three  days  fail  at  fea.  There  are  rubies 
and  feveral  forts  of  minerals  in  it,  and  all  the 
rocks  for  the  moft  part  emerald,  a  metallic  (tone 
made  ufe  of  to  cut  and  fmooth  other  precious 
ftones.  There  is  alfo  a  pearl-fiftiing  in  the 
mouth  of  its  river  ;  and  in  fome  of  its  vallies 
there  are  found  diamonds. 

I  prayed  the  King  to  allow  me  to  return  to  my 
country,  which  he  granted  me  in  the  moft  ob- 
liging and  moft  rTonourable  manner.  He  would 
needs  force  a  rich  prefent  upon  me  ;  and  when 
I  went  to  take  my  leave  of  him,  he  gave  me  one 
much  more  confiderable,  and  at  the  fame  time 
chajged  me  with  a  letter  for  the  Commander  of 
the  Faithful  our  Sovereign  Lord,  fayirg  to  me, 
"  I  pray  you  give  this  prefent  from  me,  and 
«  this  letter  to  Caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid,  and 
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"  affure  him  of  my  friendftiip."  I  took  the 
prefent  and  letter  in  a  very  refpe&ful  manner, 
and  promifed  his  majefty  punctually  to  execute 
the  commands  with  which  he  was  p  eafed  to  ho- 
nour me.  Before  I  embarked  ,  this  prince  fent 
to  feek  for  the  captain  and  the  merchants  that 
were  to  go  with  me,  and  ordered  them  to  treat 
me  wiihall  poflible  refpec!. 

The  letter  from  the  King  of  Serendib  was 
wrote  on  the  {kin  of  a  certain  animal  of  great 
value,  becaufe  of  its  being  fo  fcarce,  and  of  a 
yellowiih.  colour.  The  characters  of  this  letter 
were  of  azure,  and  the  contents  thus. 

The  Kin^  of  the  Indies,  before  whom  march 
100  Elephants,  who  lives  in  a  Palace  that 
fhines  100000  Rubies,  and  who  has  in  his 
Treafury  20000  Crowns  enriched  with  Dia- 
monds, to  Caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid. 

fHOUGHthe  Prefent  we  fend  you  be  inconfi- 
*  derabUt  receive  it  however  as  a  Brother  and  a 
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Friend,  in  confederation  of  the  hearty  Frendflrip 
which  we  htar  for  you,  and  of  which  we  are  will- 
ing to  give  you  Proof.  J4^e  dejire  the  Jams  Part  in 
your  Fnendjhip,  considering  that  we  believe  it  to  be 
our  merit,  being  of  the  fame  Dignity  with  yourfelfy 
J^e  conjure  you  this  in  Duality  of  a  Brother, 
Adieu. 

The  prefent  confided  in  the  firft  place,  of  one 
Tingle  ruby  made  into  a  cup,  about  half  a  foot 
high,  an  inch  thick,  and  filled  with  round  pearls 
of  half  a  dram  each.  2.  Of  the  fkin  of  a  fer- 
pent,  whofe  fcales  were  as  large  as  an  ordinary 
piece  of  gold,  and  had  the  virtue  topreferve  from 
ficknefs  ihofe  who  lay  upon  it.  3.  In  50000 
drams  of  the  bed  wood  alo«s;  with  30  grains 
of  camphire  as  big  as  piftachio  nuts.  And  4.  A 
fhe-flave  of  ravifhing  beauty,  whofe  apparel  was 
all  covered  over  with  jewels. 

The  Ihip,  fet  fail,  and  after  a  long  and  very 
fuccefsful  voyage,  we  landed  at  Balfora,  from 
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whence  I  went  to  Bagdad,  where  the  firft  thing 
I  did  was  to  acquit  myfelf  of  my  commiflion. 
I  took  the  King  of  Serendib's  letter,  and  went 
to  prefent  myielfat  the  gate  of  the  Commander 
of  the  Faithful,  followed  by  the  beautiful  flave, 
and  fuch  of  my  own  family  as  carried  the  prefents. 
I  gave  an  account  of  the  reafon  of  my  coming, 
and  was  immediately  condu6ted  to  the  throne  of 
the  Caliph.  I  made  my  reverence  by  proftra- 
tion,  and,  after  a  fhort  fpeech,  gave  him  the 
letter  and  prefent.  When  he  had  read  what  the 
King  of  Serendib  wrote  to  him,  he  afked  me,  if 
that  prince  were  really  fo  rich  and  potent  as  he 
had  faid  in  his  letter  ? 

I  proftrated  myfelf  a  fecond  time,  and  rifinga- 
gain,  "  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  fays  I,  I 
can  affure  your  majefty  he  doth  not  exceed  the 
truth  on  that  head,  I  am  a  witnefs  of  it. 
There  is  nothing  more  capable  of  raifing  a 
man's,  admiration,  that  the  magnificence  of 
his  palace.  And  further,  the  King  of  Seren- 
dib is  fojuft,  that  there  arc  no  judges  in  his 
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dominions.  His  people  have  no  need  of  them. 
They  underftand  and  obfervejuftice  exadtly  of 
themfelves."  The  Caliph  was  much  pleafed 
with  my  difcourfe."  The  wifdom  of  that 
king,  fays  he,  appears  in  his  letter,  and  after 
what  you  tell  me,  I  muft  confefs,  that  his 
wifdom  is  worthy  of  his  people,  and  his  peo- 
ple deferve  fo  wife  a  prince.  Having  fpoke 
thus,  he  difcharged  me,  and  fent  me  home 
with  a  rich  prefent. 


THE 

SEVENTH  VOYAGE 

OF 

S    I    N    D    B    A    D 

THE 

SAILOR. 


BEING  returned  from  my  fixth  voyage,  I 
abfolutely  laid  afide  all  my  thoughts  of  tra- 
velling any  farther.  For,  befides  that  my  years 
did  now  require  reft,  I  was  refolved  no  more  to 
cxpofe  myfelf  to  fuch  rifks  as  I  had  run.  So 
that  I  thought  of  nothing  but  to  pafs  the  reft  of 
.my  days  in  quiet.  One  clay  as  1  was  treating  a 
parcel  of  my  friends,  one  of  my  fervarits,came 
and  told  me,  that  an  officer  of  the  Caliph's  alk- 
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ed  for  me.  I  rofe  from  the  table,  and  went  to 
him.  "  The  Caliph,  fays  he,  has  fent  me  to 
<c  tell  you,  that  he  mud  fpeak  with  you."  I  fol- 
lowed the  officer  to  the  palace,  where  being  pre- 
fented  to  the  Cal:ph,  I  fainted  him  by  proftrat- 
ing  myfelf  at  his  feet.  "  Sindbad,  fays  lie  to 
**  me,  I  ftand  in  need  of  you,  you  m.uft  dome 
"  the  fervice  to  carry  my  anfwer  and  prcfent  to 
"  the  King  of  Serendib.  It  is  but  juit  I  fhould 
"  return  his  civility." 

This  command  of  the  Caliph  to  me  was  like  a 
c  ap  of  thunder.  "Commander  of  the  Faith- 
ful, replied  I,  I  am  ready  to  do  whatever 
your  majefty  (hall  think  fit  to  command  me 
but  I  befeech  you  moft  humbly  to  confider 
what  I  have  undergone.  I  have  alfo  made  a 
vow  never  to  go  out  of,  Bagdad."  Hence  I 
took  occafion  to  give  him  a  large  and  parricular 
account  of  all  my  adventures,  which  he  had  the 
.  patience  to  hear  out. 

As  foon  as  I    had   finiflied,  "  I    ccnfefs,    fays 
"  he,  that   the  things  you  tell  me  are  very  ex* 
1  2 
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traordinary,  yet  you  muft  for  my  fake   under- 
take   this '  voyage    which   I    propofe    to  you. 
You  have  nothing  to  do  but 'to  go  to   the  ifle 
of  Serendib,  and  deliver  the  commiflion  which 
I  give  you.     After   that,   you   are  at   liberty 
to  return.     But     you     muft     go,     for    you 
know  it  would  be    undecent,   and    not  fuita- 
ble    to    my    dignity,   to   be   indebted    to   the 
King  of  that  ifland."  Perceiving  that  the  Ca- 
liph infifted  upon   it,  I  fubmitted,  and   told  him 
that  I  was  willing  to    obey.     He  was  very  well 
pleafed  at  it,   and  ordered    me  looo  fequins  for 
the  charge  of  my  journey. 

I  prepared  for  mv  departure  in  a  few  days, 
and  as  foon  as  the  Caliph's  letter  and  prefent 
were  delivered  to  me,  I  went  to  Balfora,  where 
I  embarked,  and  had  a  very  happy  voyage.  I 
arrivd  at  the  Hie  of  Serendib,  where  I  acquaint- 
ed, the  Kir-g's  minifters  with  my  commi6lorv,  and 
prayed  them  to  get  me  fpeedy  audience.  They 
did  fo,  and  was  conducted  to  the  palace  in  an 
honourable  manner,  where  I  fainted  the  King 
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by  proftration,  according  to  cuftom.  That 
prince  knew  me  immediately,  and  teftified  very 
great  joy  to  fee  me.  "  O  Sindbad,  fays  he, 
44  you  are  welcome,  I  fwear  to  you  1  have  ma- 
"  ny  times  thought  of  you  fince  you  went  from. 
"  hence,  I  blefs  the  day  upon  which  we  fee  one 
4<  another  once  more."  I  made  my  compliment 
to  him,  and,  after  having  thanked  him  for  his 
kindnefs  to  me,  I  delivered  him  the  Caliph's  let- 
ter and  prefent,  which  he  received  with  all  ima- 
ginable fatisfaclion. 

The  Caliph's  prefent  was  a  compleat  bed  of 
cloth  of  gold,  valued  at  1000  fequins.  Fifty 
robes  of  rich  fluff,  a  hundred  others  of  white 
cloth,  another  crimfon  bed,  and  a  third  of  ano- 
ther falhion.  A  veflel  of  agate,  broader  than 
deep,  of  an  inch  thick,  and  half  a  foot  wide, 
the  bottom  of  which  reprefented  in  bafs-relief,  a 
man  with  one  knee  on  the  ground,  who  held  a 
bow  and  arrow,  ready,  to  let  fly  at  a  lion.  He 
fent  him  alfo  a  rich  table,  which  according  to 

1  3 
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tradition,  belonged  to  the  great  Solomon.     The 
Caliph's  letter  was  as  follows  ; 

Greeting  in  Name  of  the  Sovereign  Guide  of  the 
Right  Way,  to  the  Potent  and  Happy  Sultan, 
from  Abdallah  Haroun  Alrafchid,  whom  God 
hath  fet  in  the  Place  of  Honour,  after  his  An- 
ceitors  of  happy  Memory. 

E  received  your  Letter  with  Joy9  and  fend  you 
this  from  the  Council  of  our  Port  ;  the  Gar- 
den offuperiar  Wits.  We  hope  when  you  look  upon 
It  you  will  find  our  good  Intention,  and  be  pleafed 
with  it.  Adieu. 

The  Kin?  of  Serendib  was  mightly  pleafed 
that  the  Caliph  anfwered  his  friendihip.  A  lit- 
tle time  after  this  audience,  I  folicited  leave  to 
depart  and  obtained  the  fame  with  much  diffi- 
culty. 

I  got  it  however  at  laft,  and  the  King,  when, 
he  difcharged  me,  made  me  a  very  considerable 
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prefent.  I  embarked  immediately  to  return  to 
Bagdad,  but  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  arrive 
there  as  I  hoped.  God  ordered  it  other  wife. 

Three  or  four  days  after  my  departure,  we 
were  attacked  by  Corfairs,  who  eafily  feized 
upon  ourfhip,  becaufe  it  was  no  vefTel  of  force. 
Some  of  the  crew  offered  refiftance,  which  coft 
them  their  lives.  But  for  me  and  the  reft,  who 
were  not  fo  imprudent,  the  Corfairs  faved  us  on 
purpofe  to  make  flaves  of  us. 

We  were  all  ftript,  and  inftead  of  our  own 
cloaths,  they  gave  us  forry  rags,  and  carried  us 
into  a  remote  iQand,  where  they  fold  us. 

I  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  rich  merchant,  who 
as  foon  as  he  bought  me,  carried  me  to  his  houfe, 
treated  me  well,  and  clad  me  handfomely  fora, 
flave.  Some  days  after,  not  knowing  what  I 
was,  he  afked  me  if  I  underftood  any  trade  ;  I 
anfwered,  that  I  was  no  mechanic,  but  a  mer- 
chant, and  that  the  Corfairs,  who  fold  me,  rob- 
bed me  of  all  I  had.  "  But  tell  me,  "replies 
he,  "can  you  fhoot  with  a  bow  r"  I  anfwered, 
1  4 
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"  That  the  bow  was  one  of  the  exercifes  of  my 
"  youth,  and  I  had  not  yet  forgot  it."  Then 
he  gave  me  a  bow  and  arrows,  and,  with  a  drefs 
peculiar  to  the  iiland,  carried  me  to  a  vaft  foreft 
fome  leagues  from  the  town.  We  went  a  great  . 
way  into  the  foreft,  and  when  he  thought  fit  to 
ilop,  he  bid  me  alight  ;  then,  fhewing  me  a 
great  tree,  "  Climb  up  that  tree,"  fays  he, 
"  and  {hoot  at  the  elephants  as  you  fee  them 
"  pafs  by,  for  there  is  a  prodigious  number  of 
"  them  in  this  foreft,  and  if  any  of  them  fall 
*'  come  and  give  me  notice  of  it."  Having 
fpoke  thus,  he  left  me  victuals,  and  returned  to 
the  town,  and  I  continued  upon  the  tree  all  the 
night. 

I  faw  no  elephant  during  that  time,  but  next 
morning,  as  foon  as  the  fun  was  up,  I  faw  a 
great  number  ;  I  (hot  feveral  arrows  among  them 
and  at  laft  one  of  the  elephants  fell  ;  the  reft  re- 
tired immediately,  and  left  me  at  liberty  to  go 
and  acquaint  my  patron  with  my  booty,  when  I 
told  him  the  news,  he  gave  me  a  good  meal, 
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commended  my  dexterity,  and  carefled  me  migh- 
tily. We  went  afterwards  together  to  the  foreft, 
where  we  dug  a  hole  for  the  elephant  ;  my  pa- 
tron defigning  to  return  when  it  was  rotten,  and 
to  take  his  teeth,  &c.  to  trade  with. 

I  continued  this  game  for  two  months,  and 
killed  an  elephant  every  day,  getting  fometimes 
upon  one  tree  and  fometimes  upon  another.  One 
morning,  as  I  looked  for  the  elephants,  I  per- 
ceived with  an  extreme  amazement,  that,  in- 
ftead  of  pafiing  by  me  a-crofs  the  foreft  as  ufual 
they  flopped  and  came  to  me  with  a  horrible 
noife,  in  fuch  number  that  the  earth  was  cover- 
ed with  them,  and  (hook  under  me.  They 
encompafled  the  tree  where  I  was,  with  their 
trunks  extended,  and  their  eyes  all  fixed  upon 
me.  At  this  frightful  fpe&acle  I  continued  un- 
moveable,  and  was  fo  much  frightened,  that  my 
bow  and  arrows  fell  out  of  my  hand. 

My  fears  were  not  in  vain  ;  for  after  the  ele- 
phants had  ftared  upon  me  fome  time,  one  of 
the  largeft  of  them  put  his  trunk  round  the  root  of 
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the  tree,  and  pulled  fo  ftrong,  that  he  plucked  it 
up,  and  threw  it  on  the  ground  ;  I  fell  with  the 
tree,  and  the  elephant  taking  me  up  with  his 
trunk,  laid  me  on  his  back,  where  I  fat  more 
like  one  dead  than  alive,  with  my  quiver  on  my 
fhoulder  :  he  put  himfelf  afterwards  at  the  head 
of  the  reft,  who  followed  him  in  troops,  and  car- 
ried me  to  a  place  where  he  laid  me  down  on  the 
ground,  and  retired  with  all  his  companions. 
Conceive,,  if  you  can,  the  condition  I  was  in  : 
I  thought  myfelf  to  be  in  a  dream  ;  at  laft,  after 
having  laid  fome  time,  and  feeing  the  elephants 
gone,  I  got  up  and  found  I  was  upon  a  long  and 
broad  hill,  covered  all  over  with  the  bones  and 
teeth  of  elephants.  I  confefs  to  you,  that  this 
obje£t  turniihed  me  with  abundance  of  reflections. 
I  admired  the  inftinft  of  thofe  animals ;  I  doubted 
not  but  that  was  their  burying-place,  and  that 
they  carried  me  thither  on  purpofe  to  tell  me  that 
1  fhould  forbear  to  perfecute  them,  fince  I  did  it 
only  for  their  teeth.  I  did  not  ftay  on  the  hill, 
but  turned  towards  the  city,  and,  after  having 
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travelled  a  day  and  a  night,  I  came  to  my  patron  ; 
I  met  no  elephant  in  my  way,  which  made  me 
think  they  retired  father  into  the  foreft,  to  leave 
me  at  liberty  to  come  back  to  the  hill  without 
any  obftacle. 

As  foon  as  my  patron  faw  me,  "Ah,  poor 
««  Sindbad,"  fays  he,  "  I  was  in  great  trouble  to 
"  know  what  was  become  of  you.  I  have  been 
"  at  the  foreft,  where  I  found  a  tree  newly  pull- 
"  ed  up,  and  a  bow  and  arrows  on  the  ground, 
«c  and  after  having  fought  for*  you  in  vain,  I 
"  defpaired  of  ever  feeing  you  more.  Pray  tell 
"  me  what  befel  you,  and  by  what  good  hap  the  u 
"  art  ftill  alive."  1  fatisfied  his  curiolity,  and, 
going  both  of  us  next  morning  to  the  hill,  he 
found,  to  his  great  joy,  that  what  I  told  him  was 
true.  We  loaded  the  elephant  upon  uhich  we 
came,  with  as  many  teeth  as  he  could  carry  ;  and 
when  we  were  returned,  "  Brother,"  fays  my  pa- 
"  tron,  "  for  I  will  treat  you  no  more  as  a  flave. 
"  after  having  made  fuch  a  difcovery  as  will  en- 
%<  rich  me.  God  blefs  you  with  ail  happinefs  & 
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"  profperity.  I  declare  before  him,  that  I  give 
"  you  your  liberty.  I  conctaled  from  you  what 
"  I  am  now  going  to  tell  y<  n. 

"  The  elephants  of  our  foreft  have  killed  us  2 
«  great  many  flaves,  whom  wefent  to  feek  ivory. 
«  For  all  the  cautions  we  could  give  them,  thofe 
«  crafty  animals  killed  them  one  time  or  other. 
God  has  delivered  you  from  their  fury,  and  has 
beftowed  that  favour  upon  you  only.  It  is 
a  iign  that  he  loves  you,  and  has  ufe  for  your 
fervice  in  the  world.  You  have  procured  me 
incredible  gain.  We  could  not  have  ivory, 
formerly,  but  by  expofmg  the  lives  of  our 
flaves  ;  and  now  our  whole  city  is  enriched  by 
your  means.  Do  not  think  I  pretend  to  have 
rewarded  you  by  giving  you  your  liberty, 
I  v  ill  alfo  give  you  confiderable  riches.  I 
could  engage  all  our  city  to  contribute  towards 
making  your  fortune,  but  I  will  have  the  glo- 
ry  of  doing  it  alone. 

To  this  obliging  difcourfe  I  replied,  "  Patron, 
God  preferve  you.     Your  giving  me  my  liber- 
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"  ty  is  enough  to  difcharge  what  you  owe  me, 
4<  andldefire  no  other  reward  for  the  fervice  I 
"  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  do  your  city, 
"  but  leave  to  return  to  my  own  country." 
"  Very  well,"  fays  he,  "  the  Mocon  will  in  a 
"  little  time  bring  fhips  for  ivory.  I  will  fend 
"  you  home  then,  and  give  you  wherewith  to 
"  bear  your  charge."  I  thanked  him  again  for 
my  liberty,  and  his  good  intentions  toward  me, 
I  (laid  with  him  expecting  the  Mocon  ;  and  du- 
ring that  time,  we  made  fo  many  journies  to  the 
hill,  that  we  filled  our  warehoufes  with  ivory,  as 
did  the  other  merchants  who  traded  in  it. 

The  (hips  arrived  at  laft,  and  my  patron  him- 
felf  having  made  choice  ofihe  fhip  wherein  I 
was  to  embark,  he  loaded  half  of  it  with  ivory 
on  my  account,  he  laid  in  provifions  in  abun- 
dance for  my  paiTage,  and  befides  obliged  me  to 
accept  a  prefentof  the  curiofities  of  the  country 
of  great  value.  After  I  had  returned  him  a 
thoufand  thanks  for  all  his  favours,  I  went  a- 
board. 
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We  ftopt  at  fome  iflands  to  take  in  frefli  pro- 
vifions  ;  our  vcffel  being  come  to  a  port  on  the 
Terra  Firma  in  the  Indies,  we  touched  there, 
and  not  being  willing  to  venture  by  fea  to  Balfo- 
ra,  I  landed  my  proportion  of  the  ivory,  refolv- 
ing  to  proceed  on  my  journey  by  land.  I  made 
vaft  fums  of  my  ivory.  I  bought  feveral  rarities 
which  I  intended  for  prefents,  and  when  my  e- 
qtiipage  was  got  ready,  I  fet  out  in  company  of 
a  large  caravan  of  merchants.  I  was  a  long 
time  on  the  way,  and  fuffered  very  much,  but 
endured  all  with  patience,  when  I  confidered 
that  I  had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  feas,  from 
pirates,  from  ferpents,  nor  of  the  other  perils  I 
!iad  undergone.  * 

All  thefe  fatigues  ended  at  laft,  and  I  came 
fafe  to  Bagdad.  I  went  immediately  to  wait 
upon  the  Caliph,  and  gave  him  an  account  of 
myembafty.  That  prince  told  me,  he  had  been 
uneafy,  by  reafon  I  was  fo  long  a  returning,  but 
that  he  always  hoped  God  would  preferve  me. 
I  told  him  the  adventure  of  the  elephants.  He 
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reckoned  this  ftory,  and  the  other  relations  I  had 
given  him,  to  be  fo  curious,  that  he  ordered  one 
oi  his  fecretaries  to  write  them  in  characters  of 
gold,  and  lay  them  up  in  his  treafury  I  retired 
very  well  fatisfied  with  the  honours  I  received, 
and  the  prefents  which  he  gave  me  ;  and  after 
that  I  gave  myfelf  up  wholly  to  my  family,  kin- 
dred and  friends. 
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